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Question

Hello! I'm Eric, an English teacher from China. I'm writing to ask about the difference
between these three words which | am confused about. They are ‘argue’, ‘quarrel’, and
‘debate’. Thank you.
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Xiaozhang is a university student. She is good-tempered and she does not like arguing with
people. One day, she had a quarrel with her roommate over something trivial. But they
talked to each other and made up soon after. Xiaozhang is on the university debating team.
During last week’s national contest, the participants debated whether social media is a force
for good. Her team argued in favour of the motion. Xiaozhang supported her argument
with compelling evidence and helped her team gain an advantage.
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Examples
She doesn’t like arguing with people. ZNiKAN = XA N b
She doesn’t like quarrelling with people. /IN3Kk AN = W1 1) AWbZE

Xiaozhang had an argument with her roommate over something trivial.
Xiaozhang had a quarrel with her roommate over something trivial.
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She argued in favour of the motion.

She supported her argument with compelling evidence.
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Examples
Xiaozhang is on the university debating team.

The participants debated whether social media is a force for good.
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