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Question
| am confused by the use of the following words: shabby, beat-up, scruffy and ropey. Could
you please compare them for me?
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Examples
This classroom hasn’t been used for a long time. It’s looking shabby.
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The curtains are looking shabby; you should get a new pair.
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Example
He’s wearing a pair of shabby jeans.
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Examples
| have a beat-up old mobile phone.
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Simon arrived at his parent’s house in his beat-up car.
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Examples
It’s rude to turn up in scruffy clothes at a formal dinner party.

IR E 26 T HRIZZIRAILIN

He’s wearing a pair of scruffy jeans.
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Examples
Your bike lock looks a bit ropey; you should change it.
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You can tell the quality of the work is ropey; not worth the price tag.

PR HUERNE XA ARV T AT A, AME XM .

Q&A of the Week © British Broadcasting Corporation 2017
bbcleamingenglish.com/chinese Page2 of 3



Feifei
FHMEZ A ropey AT LLAH T X NPIRESFUBSE AT f#iER, A B Ay, Sk
AEAR” o EWT— M A,

Example
| am not sure but why I’'m feeling a bit ropey.
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