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FELGE “linger” B, HHRMFEF R,

Question
| am writing to ask about a few questions concerning the use of ‘linger’. The
questions are as below:

1. What is the difference between ‘linger’ and ‘linger on’? Is ‘linger on’ a phrasal
verb?

2. If someone spends too much time thinking about something, can we say that
this person ‘lingers on’ their thoughts?

Thank you very much.

Jiaying
W Tiffany . FRAGIRAIFFH Tom KA MHE XN . Hi, Tom!

Tom
Hi, Jiaying, and hello to our audience!

Jiaying
ARG —F M8 P32 2 I AZ 17 “linger” o Zid “linger” B—/NH WLIIFHE R
“HERMZ A BN E], 287 . Tom, RAEZE—DELE SN “linger” K515 ?

Q&A of the Week ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 4



Tom

Yes. So, some students may linger after a class has finished. This means they are
avoiding leaving or leaving very slowly. And this might be because they’re waiting
for their friends to finish class as well.

Jiaying
Thanks. NIFI, Tom %% 17—/, )7 0zhial “linger” W= B F2AENTBY
TERE “IZRE, A7 o ABATIRIRAN B 5K (1) J5 R AT RE AR AR A

bR 1R “I2R 7 LAAN, RATIEF LB “linger” ik “HMRFEAFAH, AAAN

e .

Tom
Exactly! So, for example, | ate fish for lunch today. And the smell of fish lingered
for hours!

Jiaying
Tom BiABFRIZHE T, o 7 JUANE, SRRIER RS AER “AAAG” . £
JEH, FATATLLA “the smell lingered” Skt “URFFEEAFLE, ATHEC KHEHL.

B “linger ” BT LK A CALUE PR AE B, RIEG R, RRIkRE 2

Tom

Yes. For example, | am embarrassed about my smelly lunch, and | will think about
it all evening. So, | can say ‘the memory will linger in my mind'
Jiaying

Tom “EAT” ik aE B~ BARMGGEZ . XBALZ “KEEMKKE R .

The memory will linger in his mind.

Tom
| could also say ‘the memory will linger on’. ‘Linger on’ is a phrasal verb.

Jiaying
Correct! Tom 22X MEIEA Tiffany HI25 —/NHEH G BEAREERIICIZIIE
B 30 415 “lingeron” ? BREHEMN.

&l “linger” MZ)idfiif “linger on” MI# UAIF. “Linger on” AR4, thit
SRR T SIS . O, B R R U 0 R AR IE R

Q&A of the Week ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 4



Tom
We can also use another preposition: ‘over’. For example, | like drinking coffee.
And | love to linger over a nice coffee in a cafe. | enjoy taking my time.

Jiaying

B, Tom 238 7 5 —A3hid 8 “linger over” . W K A “linger over
something” , E-ZMAN “BEHMIEE” . Tom 28 7 —DAIIHEE K H)F] T
“linger over a nice coffee (Z4H % —MEEFHIMINE) 7 o Fhia%iE “linger over”

Ly, e R .

Tom

‘Linger over’ is a neutral expression and it can have a negative meaning. For
example, we could linger over making a difficult decision, or we could linger over
a painful memory.

Jiaying

¥, Tom 51ifl “linger over something” A “BMEIEFE” HEE, FWA
fiTAT €4 “linger over making a difficult decision (i RXEIFHEIREAR) 7 B
“linger over a painful memory (BZ8—BUREHERIEIZ) 7 .

Tom
Yes. So, for example: Steve is still lingering over the memory of last year’s break-
up with his girlfriend.

Jiaying

A good example! Tom, 7E¥#iE/, “linger over something” 4 ¥4 5 fij 45 i 7 X
Mg ?

Tom

Yes! So, ‘don’t linger over it’ isa common expression in British English. This means
‘don’t spend too much time worrying about something’.

Jiaying
BB “don’t linger overit” FIREUUMAN “RLENIEA MR, A
i1 “don’t linger over it too much (HIZ47T) 7 .

Tom
So, thank you for this question, Tiffany! | hope our response means that you won’t
linger over this question in future.
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Jiaying

U7, #hia “linger” WHRFR “AEREMIEE” Dk “Hy. BILMERESLAT
W7, EMIEEIE “linger on” & HFE . ATIENDA T 5 — A8 56 iE
“linger over” , XMFOERLKYIN, FHFEMEE, SEE “EBEMmidisE” 5%
“RIEFESSAE” o E, EBEBERT, shamiEnr EEARRIER, KEERE
BRI A AW

AN SR ARAE G T 5 ) A B O R, Y o G e ) AT SR o FRATT R BRI R
“BBC 3t ifF #H w7 o fR oA BLKOHE e 3AT . mE AR b bk &2
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk HETHIT “IRMIEKZE” FTH. REEE. 5!
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