BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Question and Answer of the Week fRiHFRE R

ENGLISH
Syllables and word stress REBEHF

T E TR A E RN

o KT EHINIHIE:
BAG) I HRIEFRalF. X i GER A ETR A LT 07 17 H 7920

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
Pt A . AN H UK B — GLZE BT Ao At A e 2 -

Question
PRUF ! ARE AT H . FE—NIOEYI, N 23 /B &2

Beth
Thank you for this great question. We should start by thinking about why syllables
are important. One of the reasons is to do with stress.

Jiaying
R B BRATE RTE R 73 R LA BB A WA B . AR 2T AR
f, BOH-ANTEF,

=il

Beth

Now, native speakers of English do this very naturally. They automatically know
where word stress is. But learners of English can find this difficult, and if a word is
pronounced with the stress on the wrong syllable, it can be very difficult for people
to understand it.

Jiaying
Bkt RMEIRERIR &) FAETE LR IEFR), (H— N Ria i E & A SR, S aeik
N AR AR R IE B =

Beth

So, before we talk about how to divide syllables, we need to think about what a
syllable is in English and also what sounds they are made of. When we think of
syllables, it's important to remember that there is always one vowel sound in each.
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Jiaying

O, BAEWRHEE A “vowel ) 7 . EEEWLUREIGE, WA
“bid” B /1/ ; WWTLURKITE, I “bead” HIHH) /it/; W EXUT
B LA # A “bide” B M AL E Jar/. 54, R AT LS 5 L
“consonant (Hii#) " JFIAILRE, il “dog” s SLMHEHMEIRALRE, L
u “stamp” .

Beth
It's also possible for the syllable to start with a vowel, such as in 'eat' or to exist
without a consonant at all, such as 'eye'".

When you need to pronounce a word with multiple syllables, you need to decide
where one syllable ends and the next one begins.

Jiaying
FLF LG E K, WHRE “eat” o BHE RO EICHE, BAELMAGHE, L

(13 »

eye

FEVE 2 H T RN, R AW E AR LT 4G, AWEELZE . fE “butter” 1X3E
e U AN R R, S AN T UM Tk

Beth
That's right. So, we have 'bu.tter!, 'peo.ple’, 'be.gi.nner".

Jiaying
A, BRI E A R 2 M .

Beth
Yes, like many words that end in -ing, such as ‘camping'.

Jiaying

AT E “camping” XANHEKRE, /m/ 1 /p/ HARTITHHEHS. Fik, 7R
4y “camping” HIE T, RAZM /m/F [p/ SiERIS TR, H-AEITN “cam
[keem/” , FHE_ANEFN “ping [pm/” .

Beth
That means we have 'cam.ping’, 'wan.ting' and 'fol.ding'.

Jiaying
FERNIE QAR Rl 73 BRAR] 5 5 e, 35 B ST R B AU
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Beth

Generally, in words with two syllables, the stress is on the first syllable in nouns -
'tennis’, 'picnic, 'table’, and also adjectives - 'happy/, 'little', 'special’. But, the stress
is on the second syllable in verbs with two syllables - 'begin’, 'include’, ‘expect'.
Jiaying

i Beth WIRIBEHT, FEXCE 8 d, w441, EEAS P EW L. XM
WFE A P aE o HAEXCETHIENmEF, Rl s s NS L
FE—SEXUH AT AR T, F T E AR, SR BRI S C A R R AARAE

Beth
For example, 'present’, 'present’, 'object’, 'object' and 'project’, 'project'.

Jiaying
X LA 2, 449 1 E & #AE S — & 79 k. Beth, can you give us three

examples using the nouns 'present’, 'object' and 'project'?

Beth
Sure.

| love opening presents on my birthday.
He was holding a strange object in his hands.
This project has taken weeks to complete.

Jiaying
A R EFEAE S AN E T B BRI =AM A

Beth
I'm going to present my plan for the future of the company.

| object to what you are saying.
When you work in a large theatre, you have to project your voice.

Learners of English need to know where the stress is on words so that they
understand when listening and are understood when speaking.
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Jiaying
o7, WLV RATM YRS, KO oeBE R MES A ES 1T ERAR
PR R I AT S R W AR KSR P ] R

AR S [ AT 1) o VR AT DU IS AT K 5 “BBC SeiB 2" AORARIY ),
AT DK ) 814 1% % questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Beth
Thank you for listening. Bye!

Jiaying
Bye!
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