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ENGLISH
P T - BIEHS

intelligent, intellectual and intelligible

o KT BT
BAA) TR HHIEF Rl X FTAE AT R R B FE P 17 1920

Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
W%,

Beth
Several learners have asked what the difference is between ‘intelligent,,
'intellectual' and 'intelligible'.

Jiaying
X MR E, A= MRERZHMZ 4. Hd, “intelligent” F1
“intellectual” #ZILA, F AR A K0 BLF 4k fE

Beth
OK. Let's begin by comparing ‘intelligent' and ‘intellectual'. If a person is
'intelligent’, they're able to learn and understand things quite easily.

Jiaying

B2 “intelligent (FEARJ 52K, HEFUK)D 7 FritRae o2 rill &, Wt
— NI “level of intelligence (& J1/KF) 7 Al fik. 7EEZ 1 “intelligent”
HiTASE PR 1] AT DAgE— 2B Ul W e N “HER” R

Beth

For example, if | say 'Lin is incredibly or highly intelligent’, | mean 'Lin is very
intelligent'. If | say 'Meng is quite or fairly intelligent’, | mean 'Meng is generally
intelligent'.

Jiaying
FATEFT LA “intelligent” kiR HY), Fom “H UMK, G WHE” .

Q&A of the Week ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2023
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 4



Beth
Yes. For example: 'intelligent conversation', 'an intelligent question' or 'an
intelligent decision'.

Jiaying
a7, RWrPIAME] 1 IXSSFE R B A

Examples
I'd like to date someone | can have intelligent conversation with.

(A BHREAT— A LLS FR KRB NS )

You've made an intelligent decision. I'm sure you'll find a bigger house in a better
area.

IR T — BRI E . BARE IR AE A I3t 7 3R BRI 5o )

Beth
Now, let's compare the adjective 'intelligent' with the adjective 'intellectual'.

Jiaying
—~ “intellectual” I AR “BMIH” « “EHKRIEK” , M HZXA T e R
Pl A 2 2 N & B

Beth
And also, they enjoy the challenge of learning - they're often interested in
studying or activities that require mental effort.

Jiaying
M, MWXAZEMEE, “intellectual” 1 “intelligent” A[F:  “intellectual” &
TIEMER), —DMNEaZ “HAEN, AWK — “intellectual” , EAHIK

o WriABila]

Examples
She is the most intellectual chess player we have seen in years.

ChibFE FAT] 22 SRR W A4 R B E LT )

The researchers considered themselves intellectual equals.
CIXEEREFEN BN T 2. )

Beth
We can also use 'intellectual' to describe things, rather than people.
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Jiaying

That's right. “Intellectual” & TE&E N “BBIE2E, HA K LAAh, EA L
EFEY LR “AREAN7 o i, Z)LHZEEE PR, BN ERAP RS RS T 2
FREL “intellectual stimulation (&7 ERHIED 7 .

“Intellectual” B VAR SN, b n] IEA ]

Beth
Yes. This describes a very educated person who is interested in complex ideas.

Jiaying
%A “intellectual” #8 “ L2 N TAEBAEEHOMNY , Mg “M%EshE” .
Eban#om. 1F 5%,

Beth
Let's move on now to look at the adjective 'intelligible'. This has a different
meaning as it doesn't refer to mental abilities, but is more physical.

Jiaying

R, XH, “intelligible” HARHKRLE—NANME T, MEESE “INEM LV,
VARECC T A SR, wUBEMN” « MRS IERR, ©EPmEE, #nrH
“intelligible” KIE% .

Beth
Therefore, 'intelligible' is used in situations where there is a chance that a person
wouldn't be understood.

Jiaying

B, FAERANNIFHE TR 0 H, US4 E e “ not
intelligible” ## “unintelligible” . FLhun, /MEFERMB—HEEN, AR “F
WAES, EANLEAM” , BaMZTHREHEZ “not intelligible” 23
“unintelligible CGIXERfRET)D 7 .

Beth
That's right. And 'intelligible' can be measured so we can use adverbs with it, like
'barely’ and 'perfectly'. Listen to these examples.

Examples
Even though Bob was very nervous about giving a speech in English, he was

perfectly intelligible.
CRAREZI PR Oy B B IHRBR 5Kk, (H IR 2. D
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Mel wrote the letter in a hurry, so it was barely intelligible.

MR GREMERR G, il il L&A . D

Jiaying
7E BT, Bob HIiEVE “perfectly intelligible GEMiZ1E) ~ , {H Mel 5
5% “barely intelligible (iE ATCIEEfE) 7

AWHHEHME —BRE T, AEW VRIS, /RX#1E “intelligent .
intellectual” #1 “intelligible” Z [A] (X JlA 1 5 4F IR B o 35034 P A5 By A R R ] 7]

H

Lo

AR SR A AT THE 1) o VR AT LU I AT K 5 “BBC Seifi gy RIEARIF A)
tA] DK W) @A 1% % questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Bye, everyonel!

Beth
Bye!
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