BBC LEARNING ENGLISH T~
Question and Answer of the Week 7R IHFRE" IR

ENGLISH

If M\ 1K) 5) BY 5 4 At 2560 ) HIEHY

o KT EIHI#IL:
BAG) I HRIEFRalF. X i GER G ETR A LT 0 17 H 7920

Phil
Hi, and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Phil.

Jiaying

And I'm Jiaying. A “ORiHE” 1 H E [EE R )R H AL R A TR R AR
B

Question

RGs, FAR N “if” 51 SR ENAN S ARA A, B!

Phil
That's a fantastic question, and like many fantastic questions, the answer is... it
depends.

Jiaying
e, “if” MEJHAT A S EAEOUM E . FATATEURH “if” M ARIRIG — L 1Y)
W, PTLA T RO S Z AN, BUR T FrRiB N st 4.

Phil

OK, we can use present tenses in the if clause, but often when we do this, we're
actually referring to the future. And this might be when we're not 100% sure
what's going to happen.

Jiaying

“UfF7 NEJTT DU BLAERS, (HARE B SR AR B A A H A, AT AR R AT
XGRS R A AR SRE S ML AR HGE — IR
o WA )

Examples
If you go to the shops, could you buy some bread?

CHnSRAR LT TE, fE L mmng? )
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If you're in the office tomorrow, can you do me a favour?

CINRARBRAET P A G, REARERERAMT? D

Jiaying
£ LT EIP AT, EAVAT “if 7 WAJHER R — BLERS o DI AR EX T A%
P A, B AP AT A 1 — AREE I R AR T e 2 A A 1

Phil

We often use if clauses like this to talk about conditions. We have a present tense
in the if clause with a will future in the main clause. Here, it's saying that we need
the thing in the if clause to happen first, before the thing in the main clause can
happen.

Jiaying
S, BATHE H—RIAER “if” WERIR KA.

BERER B “if7 WO BIUER, ERONEE “will” 19— BERRI
A “if” WER SRS L, ERMRHEE A 2K E. il

Examples
If we finish work on time, we'll go to the park.

COnRBAHEIS Sl LA, FATME L. D

If you buy the ingredients, I'll cook dinner.

COnSRARSEBAL, B .

Phil

Tenses and time are not always the same thing. | need to mention here, that
when we're using the present tense with 'if, we're also saying that the condition
is not something that's very unlikely — these are things that we genuinely think
could happen.

Jiaying

BATE BB AR “if” WATHRE — IR, (0L & rh R &2, T
SRR . SR, P 5 S BT T 2 ) o S A TR
W AN 50

Examples
If you have enough money, we can eat out!

CHnRAREME IS, FATHAT B £ 2R O
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If it's sunny, we might go to the beach.

CHnRRAE B, BATh V2 K. D

Jiaying

e BRI — Al a) i “if” WA ETRGA S KA, HELZ “have enough
money (72K 7, A TaH “RiZi” Bt “can (ATEL 7 S2IE

R AR, Wi “if” WA RER S K, “it's sunny CRAIEED 7,

Ao FAad “MEM” ikl “might (BEFS) 7 KA. B, BHTR FRI&EHF
ETE WA ATRESLIL, ALl “if” WA T — B IAERT .

Phil

So, those are examples of using a present tense in the if clause, but we can use
other tenses — and this is often for things that we think are unlikely or even
impossible.

Jiaying

PAEIRAT R T “if” WA —RIER - = MEL. TR, BF “if” NAIAHE
I ASHIE O 1) % FIRR B B A A KT e A AL e AN Tl RE A A O 1
SR AN E o

Examples
If | were taller, I'd never find clothes to fit.

Chn R B — /L BOREA RIS F AR 7. D

If | were younger, | wouldn't do this job.

CIREEFER /L BAHERM TET . D

Jiaying

BIE) A “if” WAE BT HR S A S AT, RO T A A REAR M B S . TR
B, i WA ERE i L, HIRSHIRA RS X ERES, RO %
IS ) J5L PR IR L R IR 5 S S A T . BRATIEHAEIXE “if” WA “were” , {EEA]
FH “would” , PLERE.

£ Em RS A T, XS AR RIS S F LA BN, HHESCE A AR .
B AT AR W ROk BE R AL 3. Wi )

Examples
It would be really nice if you came for dinner!

CHNRARBERIZIEN, WA 7! )

I'm not sure about this presentation. It would be better if you changed it a bit.
CERAN E XA R A S B AT R IRBER B o4 1. D
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Jiaying
R AT, B “if” WAt T —pad k. HEATEH T “would” , EP
FTEAGER] “would” SRk E R EALIL.

Phil

Another way to use a past tense in an if clause is to use the past perfect. We can
often do this, together with 'would have' in the main clause in order to talk about
something that was possible before, but isn't anymore.

Jiaying

B, Cif7 NRIER TR DU R L BASE, BT RUR S L sE R, B “if +
FiE + had + L7, EANEH “would have + i 40" , A RIRIL—
PRIEARTT RE AR AL, (HE RIS JA AT e A A BT D o

Examples
If I had been on time for the bus, | would have come.

CHn R BCA IR B ARG, Bk 1. D

If you had come, you would have really enjoyed yourself.
CHRIRK T ARSI RIT 0 D

Jiaying
FERXPAIE T, Bl A IS £ RA K AERFGS BB, Bk “if” WAIH T
JHT o

Phil
So, there are different tenses we can use with if clauses — depending on what we
want to say.

Jiaying
HEAILHE:  “if” WK S IA—E 5 FIE LRI A K

Phil
If we use present tenses, we're often talking about the future.

Jiaying

Bt “if” WNAJUER AR RIENZ, M2 RISRRERSER,  “if” NARHRR
AL, W ANEZHRAERSSFLARTEN, BELEIrE R TR X5F
TR A B SR BRI ) JE R KR R

Phil
We hope that's answered your question!
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Jiaying
U, nSRARAE S S B RER] 7B, YO AR I R Ak S AT, AR
Af LUK )@k 16 % . questions.chinaelt@bbce.co.uk

WHET “4RMFRZE” . Bye, everyone!

Phil
Bye!
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