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Question and Answer of the Week fRIHFRE R

ENGLISH
Because of, due to, owing to and for HEHF

PO A PR SR 3] 1 X 53

o KT HINIAIL:
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Beth
Hello and welcome to Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Beth.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. A& “{RiAFRE” 75 H Z BIZ R RGER H AR “RIPE” o T

Question
fREf, & “because of. owing to. dueto” 1 “for” [{JIX HlEH 47 HiE!

Jiaying
T “TRUAE AR R o ) R R X AR R R DL R, T B AT
EEREAA o

Beth
To explain the difference, we're first going to hear a dialogue.

Jiaying
FEWT RS R, AR NAE IR B AT 4 ]

Dialogue
A: Everyone is late to work today because of the icy roads.

L TR A5k EIERS] T

B: Yes, a lot of trains were cancelled due to the weather.

R, BT RAERE, ZHEKEEEHOE T

A: The train company sent a notification: 'Owing to the icy weather, journeys may
take longer today.'
KEERNTFVRK T —385, Eil: “SHEBEREEIK, ERTRESEK. 7
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Jiaying
XFIE PN RIR I A 2 “icy roads (MLEIZEVK) 7 BN —RIER. HAET
RAEDHEA FIESIA AR, 2 Bk O i AR RLA )

Beth

Now we're going to look at the meaning and use of each word to explain the
differences. 'Because of' is used in spoken and written English and can be used in
formal and informal situations.

Jiaying
“Because of (K 7 fFEIEMBHEE, PLLIERMIEERXIGEHEGME-H. &
PLH FA)Faia) 1 .

Dialogue
A: Everyone is late to work today because of the icy roads.

A TR F AT S5 EIERFT

Beth
If we move 'because of' to the beginning, the sentence sounds slightly more formal
and is more common in writing.

Examples
Everyone is late to work today because of the icy roads.

A TRk EIERS] T

Because of the icy roads, everyone was late to work today.

OS5 0K, S RARFK EITHGRE] 1.

Beth
'‘Because of' can be followed by a noun or a pronoun. And if a verb follows these, it
must be in the -ing form.

Jiaying
52, “because of” JG 44w iR . 44 1A BT K 1T W] LA B IR B AL 5310 T
X FEXEH, “because of” 54 “icy roads” .

Beth
Now, let's compare this with 'due to'. 'Due to'is a little more formal than 'because
of'.

Jiaying
“Due to” WIEEE “Bi T, BAEHWIEIEZRPIFARE L, HIRALHEIEXY &
MEES, b aARuiE il “dueto” .
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Beth
But, it does have the same grammar as 'because of'. So, 'due to' can be followed by
a noun or a pronoun and then an -ing verb.

Jiaying
“Due to” Jafi ] LA 44 1 miAXiA], P58 1A B ILAE 7338 o

Example
Trains were cancelled due to it snowing heavily.

KRR ERIE T -

Jiaying
“Due to” W LUBHER) H BLE) Y, (HEAER) TR E A SR A 7R IE SR .

Examples
A lot of trains were cancelled due to the weather.

BT RARR, ZHKERIE 1.

Due to the weather, trains were cancelled.

B RAREL KERIAE T

Beth
Now let's look at 'owing to'. It's more common in writing than speaking because
it's formal.

Jiaying
HEH A “owing to” EEEH A B H HH W, mHL “because of” #
“dueto” EIEX. A4, “owingto” FralidEH T IER A& EE 5B+,

Dialogue
A:'Owing to the icy weather, journeys may take longer today.'
“HSHERREEIK, FRETREER, 7

Beth
'Owing to' can go at the beginning or the middle of a sentence.

Jiaying
WAL ERE, “owing to” WL FAIEEE T, Ade e EIFA R AT
HIIE R

Examples
'Owing to the icy weather, journeys may take longer today.'
“HSHRERREIK, FREITREER, 7
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‘Journeys may take longer today owing to the icy weather.'
“SHERTTREAEK, X RGNS, 7

Beth
Let's compare this with 'for', which is used differently to the other linkers.

Example
| didn't go out for the weather was awful.

AR SARERE A T

Beth
After 'for', we use a main clause, which means it's followed by a subject and a verb
in the infinitive or relevant tense, like the past simple.

Jiaying
5 R RT =N A AR, “for” JEiE & BIEAIEESE K ENG, 1mHXE,
“for” HBEIMAER] T, AREBAER]E

Beth
And the use of 'for' as a linker is quite archaic in English now so, if used, in speaking,
it can be considered pretentious.

Jiaying

AR RF B, “for” BIRMA “mT" MBI, (HEEERR % DL A
T o MRAECE XA “for” , BN &R AT BEA Ll . &R “for” ZH]
TR b, W R EE RO T

iy B BATRI VAR AN ) F UL AR 3K 28150 Y AR OQ A I A 1 SE IR AN B

Beth
If you have a question about the English language you'd like to ask us, please send
us an email. Our email address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR AT DL A Bl ey AT 3R R . AT LK 52 “BBC SEiE #H(%E 7 . Bye,
everyone.

Beth
Bye!
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