BBC LEARNING ENGLISH T~
Question and Answer of the Week 7R IHFRE" IR

ENGLISH
So, thus, therefore, hence RiBHF

XA R “FreL” , XAl

o KT EIHI#IL:
BAG) I HRIEF Rl X i GER A ETR A LR 07 17 H 7920

Jiaying
KEUF, WADflF BBC #iESCEH “IRMTKZE” 4 H. I'm Jiaying.

Sam
And I'm Sam. Welcome!

Jiaying
AR ST ] 25 e A

Question
Rif. “So. thus. therefore” I “hence” WX A LIRHE, wJLAHHE—TFA?

Sam

Let's start with what these words have in common. 'So', 'thus', 'therefore' and
'hence' are all adverbs and are all used to give the reason for something happening
or the result of something.

Jiaying

VYA R PR R DOE AR “ArLL, Fk” , HREEFEHWIREALE R, HHAEAHE.
AR IERFREARRE:  “so” WMIEXREEE T, nTHE T ESS, R
. MEZ T, “therefore” FHMIEX—ri, HIERRFEH. “Thus” 1 “hence”
v AR N T LS8 1 o P 35 7 b S S Ao R i i S/ =

Sam

Now let's take a closer look at how each of them is used, starting with 'so'.
Remember that 'so’ can have different meanings, but in this programme we are
only talking about when it gives a reason for something happening.

Q&A of the Week ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2023
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 1 of 4



Jiaying
Yes! “So” fEMRUIFIE AR EN, AR “Fril, Bk” , a7 HRE
HHFERERHR.

Sam
Let's hear some examples now. As you listen, try to notice the position of 'so' in
the sentences.

Examples
We were hungry, so we got a snack.

(FAVE T, Frelng 7 F 8

His knee started hurting during the tennis match, so he stopped playing.
(FEPIBRELZEIIE], ARG ITUR7%, Btz 1k 1 3R,

| was worried about my sister, so | called her.

(HR I ARSELOIIRIR, P ARG T 1 il D

Jiaying
AR, £ LEEat,  “so” AL fad, ARRERFERER.

Sam

Let's look at 'thus' now. "Thus' can replace 'so' in many sentences, but remember
the difference in formality. Because it's more formal, ‘thus' is used more in writing
and would be considered strange in a casual conversation.

Jiaying
B, “thus” BEELE “Kif, Mimm” , B “so” ik, Sam, “thus” Ni%
AL R) - AT A B Ve ?

Sam
Good question! Again, like 'so', we use 'thus' to introduce the result. It can come
after 'and' or simply after a comma.

Jiaying

JFok “thus” M “so” —#f, Wn] LUSAER R LJF FEH P HIE “and” JathH, B¢
HHFAIERE SR, S EENEIR . It =" 016, R RS AR TICE B AR
WX E ST
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Examples
The company has announced that it plans to improve sales and thus to increase
profits in the coming year.

%) B AR RIS FAH RO, AT CE R ARG A

There is evidence that a shorter working week means people are better rested and
thus more productive.

CAAESERY], ik TAF R ERE MR SRR L, Mg m TIERCR.

The artist used mostly dark colours, thus reflecting the country's difficult history.

R EARFAE BN R AR 7R, WIS 134> B SRR AE A P B2

Jiaying
B, Kii—ii “therefore” , =B HLZ “KHit, Frbl” .

Sam
With 'therefore’, we have more flexibility about where it can go in a sentence. Here
are some examples to show this.

Examples

He's scared of flying. Therefore he doesn't travel much by plane.
He's scared of flying, and therefore doesn't travel much by plane.
He's scared of flying. He therefore doesn't travel much by plane.
He's scared of flying. He doesn't, therefore, travel much by plane.

CiF T A8 AL, BRI AN 3 3 RHLIRAT

Jiaying
X PUAME A )& SO E, AT R 2R T “therefore” 7E6) B B AT —LEF5 53
F5. ATLLEH,  “therefore” fE4)rf AL B HIXT R i

Sam

Exactly! Let's look at 'hence' next. Like the other words we've looked at, 'hence' is
used when giving a reason or explanation for something, but it has a more fixed
position in a sentence.

Jiaying

AN H IR, &l “hence” RIENX. EMEERE “Rit, dk” , Ak
Bt — B R AR R . EAER) - a AL B N e, B A R TR A R
ESHETE, “hence” G411 FHIE . Wr =AM4],
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Examples
His father is Spanish, hence his name - Juan.

CHB SRR P HEE N, BT DAY 22, )

Many celebrities are attending the festival — hence the extra security.

(ARZ A NFES IR PGS, P B8N 2 R . D

It was her birthday last week, hence the new shoes.

CEREMA A, BBk 7 B0, D

Jiaying

T, AEBATW M B KRR 7 X ElE “so. thus. therefore” Al
“hence” WIPEMR. TR LR IR, XA —AN 5210 2 A6 1

EREREE, DLEAZEER I E .

Sam
And remember if you have a question you'd like us to answer, you can email us
too! Our email address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR T DUE S AT A . FRATHIRIEIK 52 “BBC Jeifi#e:” o Wil “IK
B 3E” TH. R He!

Sam
Until next time, bye-bye.
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