BBC LEARNING ENGLISH T~
Question and Answer of the Week 7R IHFRE" IR

ENGLISH
XarRa “WRIK” HITEAE REHF

“sarcastic” 1 “ironic”

o KT EIHI#IL:
BAG) I HRIEF Rl X i GER G ETR A LT 07 17 H 7920

Phil
Hi, this is Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Phil.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. Y@y BBC 385 ZH “IRinE” 5 H . FATEAWT H hE
[ 2 ) i R g 3K b BT P A LR R I A 5% 1) an

Question
AR —TF, EFEXS “sarcastic” 1 “ironic” ?

Phil

A brilliant question — because this can be a bit complicated. The meanings of
'sarcastic' and'ironic' can be very similar or even the same in some cases. Especially
when we're talking about what people say.

Jiaying
&, BN “sarcastic” Ml “ironic” #SA]LARHEEEL “ KGRI, HENFTRIEHITE
W NGE

Phil
Yes, and it's best if we start with 'sarcastic'. If you say something in a sarcastic way
- it means that you say the opposite of what you actually mean.

Jiaying

e, JE4 i “sarcastic” BB Z “CRARE” , R IEKAT “say something in a
sarcastic way” , FEEHUE “UiRIE, AR o XFEHUE T N TR BUERE
N, HIFALXT, “Sarcastic” % iE 2 “sarcasm GG 7

Phil
Listen to these examples.
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Examples
Oh, | can see you've been working really hard today!

(g, WERS RIAFHARE AW [FH 5 RS REMW, Ao TR D

Well, that's a nice thing to say to someone you've just met, isn't it?

CIRARIVARINZ A5, IRrT AL [ = AL D

Phil

In both of these examples, the thing that is being said is different to the words
being used. The first speaker thinks the other person has been lazy, while the
second speaker thinks the other person has been rude.

Jiaying
Wi A RMEARER. ELECRN, AT E RG] 7 Rk WS i . r
A, PREIX— s,

Examples
How surprising! You're late again.
(HERBEN ARSGER 7. [FArZE: E—rmtAEs. D

Wow, you spent a long time thinking about that, didn't you?
CPERE, PRAEXAFAELE VAR E], Xg? [Eohz . WEALENTE. D

Jiaying
ES AR, UiUE NSRRI T HE “surprising” , HSCRAEN CROGRE T, X
MABAEEE” , B J7 i a2 iR 2.

FEZE A iEd, UiE NGRIE T BE “long” , HSERAEINRIMB UL 7 ¢ RARE B A
IR G 7, At A A2 DU I I AEVE R T

Phil

Now, this is definitely sarcastic, but it could also be described as ‘ironic', which is
why this is a complicated question. The important thing to remember is that irony
is much more than just sarcasm.

Jiaying

10 B “ironic” M4 Z “irony” o BAATEZE “ironic” [FFE 1] LR R TE
BN G WRIE” , (HERTRE ISR E L “sarcastic” B)7. TR, AN
FURMEAE H U AT 4 /2 “irony”
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Phil
Irony can be complicated, but a general definition is that something is ironic if
there's a contrast between what we expect to happen and what actually happens.

Jiaying

& “irony” & “ HAWRIEREN” , “sarcasm” & “NHIEE" « HET
XAlZ&: “irony” A “ GRS WK, FUHCma ol sk, sk A m
ZEEAE” , M “sarcasm” HEEHIA “HIEF NG, 2N o IEANMEIA), 6]
T ZE “ironic” R T ¢ (ELRE) B RAIERK” S

Examples

We planned to make children do more homework so that they would have less

screen time, but they ended up doing all their homework on a screen. How ironic!
(BAVEAAUEZ TR, ZREMATRIRE DG R R, SR M RABIE R4 L

i 7 BT R ThER Y Z IR

| started playing sports to lose weight. But the ironic thing is that after every
workout, we go out to eat, so I'm even heavier now!

(FIT G HOE ST . (HIRRI 2, SRS G, JATAH X0z B AREIE
BET! )

Phil

In these examples, the result was exactly the opposite of what was planned, so the
results were ironic. There's a contrast between what we expected to happen and
what actually happened. An author might use situations like this in a story to be
humorous.

Jiaying
A, TP SE 2 18] B3R 2 P RE VA A B o W T B 7 91 ) o R 1 OO
B A X HAMELLFT LU “ironic” SKIEZ .

Examples
| always get hungry at work, which is a bit ironic because I'm a chef!

CIRAE AR BRI, A7 s, BOSEREZA B! D

We were going to the shop to buy a map, but we got lost on the way, which is ironic!

CERANTASKE LR 5 B, ANE LR E H EakR 1, XA IORI ! D

Jiaying
TERTA SIS 2 M 2, kBl A s ANME G “ironic” .
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TR — Mol A, —A LA N A W BTN 7E TAER R B Uk 7E55 /Mol A d, 3t
TENARE L — sk R IE 5 5 1, AE & K R kg 7. PSS DUARR
“ironic CHAMNARIEIRAT, 1EAREREAERD 7 o

Phil
Here it's not the direct result of a plan that turned out to be the opposite, just ideas
that we had about these people.

Jiaying
EIEEATE, —/MH WAL “ironic” , A NFIATAWEATBLA “ironic” RIEZ. Lt
w, B AR EREER—HEE R “ RN, BIEES. W FHXB .

Examples

A: Why are you wearing that horrible jumper? You can't actually like it?

R A ZE R EE TR ? IRASHEKERER! 7

B: Don't worry, | don't! It's just a bit of fun — I'm being ironic!

“OIHG, BAZREREVORMAER. ARG TIL, SERE, MR AVEM
KREJFE. 7

Phil
Again, there's a contrast between what we expect to be true, and what really is.

OK, let's go back to our question - 'sarcastic' has a very specific meaning — using
words with an opposite meaning to criticise or mock someone.

Jiaying

“Sarcastic” BB “ (HIEE) R, AEHORE” o mEsE “ironic” BT
R B RESOEE T, AR ¢ (MRS ISt M R ZERL) BEREIERT” .
Frbh, MEERFRERE I, KZE A LR “sarcastic” B “ironic” f—FE .

Phil

We hope that we've answered your question! If you have a question about the
English language that you'd like to ask us, please send us an email. Our email
address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PR AT DUE I ) BATHE A . FATHIRIEIK 52 “BBC 9&i5#%” . Bye,
everyone.

Phil
Bye!
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