BBC LEARNING ENGLISH OEE
Question and Answer of the Week R [A] R Rt
‘B4 F despite, as, though, although, e
while?

o KT BT
BAA) TR HHIEF Rl X FTAE T R R A B FE P 17 1920

Neil
Hello, this is Question and Answer of the Week. I'm Neil.

Jiaying
And I'm Jiaying. Welcome! A1 [H %2 [ [0 i JUK 10 4 2 “ IRLEL/N T T A,
[ 2 IR -

Question
f&h, 2 BBC B ALk 22, AR —RE:  “despite. as. though.
although” 1 “while” XTiAMMARIR “HBIK, RE” I, HARZALE?

Neil
This is a great question — because these words are all used in very similar ways,
but there are differences and these differences are often quite small.

Jiaying
el RIAMEEE BRI AR, BT UE S HRE .

Neil

Yes, and the obvious one to start with is 'despite' — all the words we're looking at
are used for introducing something contrasting or surprising. 'Despite’ does this —
but there is one really important thing to remember — what is it, Jiaying?

Jiaying
F 547 BRI A “despite RAE) 7 A A i F B RTE —RRET AT LURISR 51 HY %t
R El N BRSO, ERATECE— . “despite” 5 B 2L K .

Neil
Yes, that's right — so let's look at these examples, which mean the same thing.
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Examples

Despite the fact that it's raining, we're going out.
(RELEAETH, FATEREE L. D

Despite the rain, we're going out.

OTETW T, EAEZAER L. D

Jiaying

£ BB A, B ¢ despite i T AR R A LAY . 5 — AN A R
“despite” Jlfi#% “the fact” , - AMla)H[1) “despite” J51HI#E “the rain” ,

PG )& OEA AR . AANEER, EAMT HPgHm28emaqd, 3 NEm
i AT LA B, BRI IERS, AR,

Neil

So, as you'll see, sometimes the word we choose has an impact on the structure
of our sentences. We have to follow 'despite’ with a noun, and if we want to use
‘as' in this way, we have to use a special word order.

Jiaying
R R A o, AT R BRI X, AR,
DRI P ae R i) T 20 B0 1 S5 R P2 AR i . WA 3T “ despite URVED 7 JE 44 2

ARy o, WERMEH “as” KR& “RE” BIER, MR PR IX M)
) R IR AL o
Examples

Raining as it is, we're going out.
OPEIEAETH, FIERER L. )

Difficult as it is, we're going to succeed.
ORERXAEFHMRAE, HEN—E 2. )

Jiaying

fE LB PG A) R, “as” Sl SR NEIN UER o EI3E B B, tean, 58 —A)3k
“Raining as it is” HERTH] “as” WIS A “raining” ; 5 A)iEH “Difficult
asitis” AT v “difficult” .

Neil

You might find this more often in literary language, or anywhere where someone
is using language carefully and deliberately. It's not just 'as' that we can use in
this way - 'though' can also work in this structure.
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Jiaying
PRAT RE B0 AR S AR BB S T R B R A . BR T A “as” P,
“though (RE, BIN) 7 [FFEATLUH T XKL+,

Examples
Raining though it is, we're going out.
REIEAE W, HAERE L%, )

Late though it is, I'm not going home.

EIREE T, (HEEATHEER. )

Jiaying
XfE “though” F£om “EIR, RE” NWHHIEZ —. “Though” i&f 57—k,
5 “although” HEAHE . Wrm A4,

Examples
Although it's raining, we're going out.

CHIRIEAE MW, HEATEREL %K. D

Though it's sunny, we're staying in.
CRAARANEY, HEATEREAAERE. D

Neil

So, yes, 'though' and 'although' can be used in the same way - and here they are
interchangeable with 'despite the fact that'. Note that 'though' is probably more
common than 'although’, especially in speech.

Jiaying

“Though” #I “although” #\F s “JE, BEIR” , LEHTEWT 2] 8PS 6) o
AE, 1 H 2 9 # A LA “despite the fact that” k¥ #, AmAZL. TXE:
“though” T RELL “although” FEHH, JLHEAE B A

EATRE X2 EA SRR A R B R EA TS, B AT LA FERC “even
though” , HIXHEAHEA “although” K& “though” . Wi/ Mplh),

Examples
Even though it's raining, we're going out.
USEIEE T, ERITEREE %, D

Even though my leg hurts, I'm still going to play.
CRARIRIBRE, HEEZES IR, )
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Neil
Then, we've got 'while' — as long as we're not talking about time, it can also be
used in the same way as 'although' or 'despite the fact that'".

Jiaying

JEkE “while” o “While” fJ—AN WAHERR R “FE. EHE, 5. FE”,
2 “while” FfEAE “RE” WEE, XNMHIES “although” 1 “despite the
fact that” HFVEMIE .. Wrii4i6).

Examples
While it's raining, we're still going out.

CHRARIEAE T, (HEAEZE L L. )

While | like your idea, I'm going to use mine.
CRARLEAIRR R, (HIRE R REE. D

Jiaying

fEg—AMBla) T, “still” AIRIRIEAR “while” MAJFHIR AR A7, (A
TR FEH S RAE, ENETER T BT, EEERNE: H “while” Ri&
“RET IR, EERAEAE

Neil
So, we've just had a look at the differences between 'despite’, 'as', 'though’,
‘although' and 'while".

Jiaying
A B RATHI VAR B R PR T X MRER R B, R IO

U RAR AL 22 S GER I S B 7R, R I T Al AL 3R 1) Ak 2n FATT, RATTHY
K 52 “BBC HiB#" .

Neil
Or you can email us your question. Our email address is:
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Bye!

Jiaying
Bye!
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