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Question and Answer of the Week /R0 3RZ e
BT RS “G5R7 Wil XA HIEHS

result, outcome, consequence

o KT BT
BAA) TR HHIEF Rl X FTAE AT R R B FE P 17 1920

Jiaying
R, WAl BBC il B “IRif & ” H, REH=E.

Sam
And I'm Sam. Welcome!

Jiaying
AN H AR B A H, BATRr— N i ] L

Question
I've listened to your programme for a month. It helps me a lot. Could you tell me
the difference between 'consequence’, 'outcome’, and 'result'?

Jiaying
Wr Ax 28 H B FHIE I =M Z [ IO, e AT AT B AT, B RR “ 45517

Sam
Generally speaking, these three nouns all talk about something that happens after
another event, but there are differences in formality and connotation.

Jiaying
—Ck Y, XA RIRIE A FEE A S RIS, HENZ AR
DFE T HAE SRR MR & B BA

Sam
Yes. 'Result’, for example, is the most neutral of the three words. It's not formal or
informal, positive or negative.

Jiaying
Fel, A “result” BIEEAE R R, EREPE =04, BRIERE
JEE, WP R —A.
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Sam
'Result' is a countable noun, so you will see it in the singular and the plural forms.
It is also sometimes followed by the preposition 'of'.

Jiaying
“Result” Zr[ %48, SHE “results” , Jama] LLEEA 1A “of” ¢ “the results
of something” , FH >k Az 15 BH 11 1h0 By il ik (1) 175 400 A2 IR A (R 6 50 o Wi P 4510 )

Examples
Her promotion was the result of hard work and dedication.

CHb A5 3B TH2 55 70 AR RIS A I 45 R D

To get the best results, use fresh eggs and make sure they're at room temperature.

CN TIERIEAFIRCR, 16 =R MEFRTESE. D

Jiaying

EEATVER], 449 “result” —BORULZ BT ER, (HEARIERBIERR ¢ (B
RIEC NI E R R, A7 o RIS LR, HHEE “results” o Wr
PN

Examples
We've spent a lot of time on our garden, and we're finally starting to see the results.

CERATEAER BT TARKMTR, ZFIFEERR T . D

They've brought in a new coach for next season. They think he will get results.

AT ARG R T — B . MATTHA N IX AL B IG 2 R IR R . D

Sam
Now, we can also use 'result' in more specific situations, like when we're talking
about the score of a sports match, for example.

Jiaying
B 7 IR “REEHEIRRISR . ey BAh, AiA “result” B4R “ o RlEGN R 0 2
PY Rl T e

Sam
Let's listen to one example for each of those situations we mentioned now.

Examples
What are the football results? | couldn't watch the game.

CRERFEI LR T2 JBE ML 3E . D
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Our teacher said she'd give us our test results next week.

(A IR T & Al 25 kGt )

We need to wait for the results of your blood tests before we can make a diagnosis.
CRRATT 75 L2506 1 45 R R A BEAF 2. D

Jiaying
Wy, #EE%%I “outcome” . “Outcome” [FFAH “giH” By, BAARR
CMTRNEIE G R R RGN

“Outcome” 5 “result” W& AEF ML, FEXHAET: “outcome” FHIE,
BT LA FH A2 AE 6 3

Sam
Exactly. And another thing to notice is that, even though ‘outcome’ is a countable
noun, it's almost always used in the singular form.

Jiaying
WA, BEARAA “outcome” AN, {HEJLFEEHERLEIEA. IrHAMEIA] .

Examples
We don't yet know what the outcome of the meeting will be.

(BATEAFNE WIS R AT, D

Selling the company and dividing the assets among the three founders, was the

best outcome for everybody.
(HEAR], B om=Afrgln AN, XX RFREEHRIFHIEE R )

Jiaying

BJr, AR —PF41A “consequence” , ‘B en$i41d, =B ¢ e ek
O JER” . XA “SER” EmEEMmEMEE. “Consequence” HIIEFEE R
H

Sam

Yes, we often use this countable noun when talking about something serious. In
fact, 'serious' is an adjective you'll often see used to describe 'consequence'. Here
are your examples.

Examples
Smoking can have serious consequences for your health.

R 2 X5 AR 1 i o B™ B 2R e )
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As a consequence of the bad weather, many flights were cancelled.

(HTEHRT FZAIEEGE 7. )

Jiaying
FHERFEN T RNV G, X417 “result. outcome” 1 “consequence”
Z A IX A T — 58 B ELR .

Sam

It was another great question — thanks for sending it in! Don't forget that anyone
listening can send in their questions, too!

Jiaying

W RARAETEE 2 ) B B 7 AR, W0 o GO ) AT R AT B A K S
“BBC & i #H v o WA BLK R g AT, HE RS Mok 2 .
questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk B “/RIMELE” TTH. REHEE. BRIV IRE

2

Sam
Until next time, bye-bye.

Jiaying
Bye!
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