BBC LEARNING ENGLISH ogQ
Question and Answer of the Week 1R A FRZF oyt

ENGLISH

f+ 4R “oxymoron” JFJEIBFE? RIEHF

o KF BB
XA T HHIEF R KRG AT RESR TR G0 FEP AT 77 H 0 H T2

Jiaying
REGF, MBI “BBC i #y” 1 “IRimIZE” 35 H, I'm Jiaying.

Beth
And I'm Beth. Hello, everyone.

Jiaying
ZSHiRENS iR A NE TR Ef S e SILF

Question
Could you give me some examples of ‘oxymoron' in English?

Beth
Thank you for this great question! An oxymoron is a word or phrase that is made
up of two words or parts that contradict each other.

Jiaying
EFEEH, owmmm”%“%EWﬁ%”,mﬁ%“%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ
RIARERAE—E, RIBB—HFE” , XMRZER DU EIG AR .

Beth
Indeed. So, to give you some examples and explanations, we're going to hear a
dialogue.

Jiaying
WAREWT FHIXBATH 7 “oxymorons” HIXiis. AW 8 N4k H.

Dialogue
A: Have you spoken to Lili? | don't know if anyone else knows...

PRI AN I AS IR 1 2 FRAN R0 HoAh N FIAN R x4 ..
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B: She's pregnant! Yes, | thought it was an open secret! You know, a secret that

everyone in the office knows.
ahbRge 7 ELOIX A AT RIRR S | e KO IRAE .

A: Oh, well, | didn't know! It's bittersweet. I'm sad that she'll be leaving us for a
while but it's really exciting for them.

e, FRILERAFIE! AR SN, WEBFFRAT—BE 17, A X A
— R NRUF R B .

B: It won't be easy! | was walking round like the living dead when | had my son. |
hardly got any sleep in his first few months.

EZT AR L BILTRIM AR, BT TER—F, REAMT. KA
B, JRER ERE AL,

Beth

The conversation we just heard is between two work colleagues - they said
‘everyone in the office knows' and talked about someone 'leaving' because she is
pregnant. Let's look at our first oxymoron - 'open secret'.

Dialogue
A: She's pregnant! Yes, | thought it was an open secret! You know, a secret that
everyone in the office knows.

bRz L RPIONIX RN AT AR ! B KAWL IEAE.,

Jiaying
FO I L BN AR A 5 B NSRS [F) S PR 22 A, T AEH] T4 HC “an open

secret” .

Beth

That's right. 'A secret' is something that other people don't know. But, 'open'
means not hiding anything, or being easily available. The two parts are opposite.
And that's why this is an oxymoron.

Jiaying
“Secret (Fh%) 7 Fl “open (AFFHI) 7 #HAELfEAH, #EK “an open secret (A A
BRIME) 7 o RFEFIERXFENE, RALEA 2R .

Beth
In this oxymoron, 'open' is an adjective and 'secret' is a noun. It's written as two
separate words, unlike our next example.
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Jiaying
T, WAVEERE S E AT “oxymoron” [y, FIE 52 ¥ % 1A
“bittersweet (FARZFHD 7 .

Beth
'‘Bittersweet' is an adjective made up of two parts, 'bitter' and 'sweet’, but it's
written as one word.

Dialogue
B: It's bittersweet. I'm sad that she'll be leaving us for a while, but it's really
exciting for them.

PHER RAE B W EEIT AT B ) 1, AR K AR H R H R

Jiaying
“Bittersweet” HIRIER—MFEE R “HESFH” .

Beth
Yes. And 'bitter' is the sad part, and 'sweet' is the happy part.

Jiaying
A ) 5 RO [R) S R I B RS M B, &0 SO R — 5 1 A A T Uk

FEN, FrLlid “bittersweet” .

N, BATERVEE “the livingdead” , XHEMWHT “oxymoron” . HAAH )&+
FEIXFEULI]:

Dialogue

A: | was walking round like the living dead when | had my son. | hardly got any
sleep in his first few months.

TILTRIH AR, JRgAT P e —8E, REAMT. LU AE, REXR ERE

BT

Beth

‘The living dead' describes a person or animal that can move and is alive, but looks
or feels like they have died! It's very often used when someone isn't getting enough
sleep, so they look tired and might have difficulty doing normal activities.

Jiaying

M, HFHP L ag “the living dead” , &IERZ “FUONHEIRAS 21 BEIR B .
IRHMESZ” o 7£ “the living dead” H4rh, B “living” M2 “THER”
“dead” #i& “W#H” , BTG, HIERMEE 73 MNRAT 7 ERN — BT .
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7, BATRSE—FaiEdiLh “oxymorons” :  “an open secret” #§ “—/42
TR JE2S 1A “bittersweet” F£or “EIRZH” o FBIEC “the living dead”
o« BARIRE TR 1. TR RN ©

Beth
Remember, if you have a question about the English language you'd like to ask us,
please send us an email. Our email address is: questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk

Jiaying
PRt AT DLIE Al 1 3R AT PR . BT R SR 52 “BBC SIE#HE” . Bye,
everyone.

Beth
Bye!
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