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Since the 1970s, dummies based on male proportions have been used to assess
car safety.
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But Swedish engineers are making the first average female dummy.
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Dr Astrid Linder, Engineer

"Females are somewhat shorter and lighter than males on average, and then we
also have differences in muscle strength, which plays a role in terms of how you
respond to a crash. But then, in addition of course, when it comes to the
interaction with the seat, we have differences in the shape of the torso and the
centre of gravity of our torso and the outline of our hips and pelvis."
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Women are three times more likely than men to suffer whiplash injuries in rear
impacts.
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Dr Astrid Linder, Engineer

"This is very low [in] severity. It's seven kilometres per hour. There will probably
not be a scratch on your car, but you see the amount of motion that goes on in
our body when we are impacted in this severity."
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Dr Linder's work means an average female crash test dummy is closer to
becoming a reality.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/chinese/features/lingohack/ep-221110
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