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From foods to medicines, to recycling nutrients — fungi are vital for life on Earth. But with
many hidden away in the soil, or invisible to the naked eye, they're often overlooked.
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Scientists have pulled together information on these curious organisms to highlight gaps
in our knowledge. DNA studies suggest there may be almost four million different fungi, but
science has identified less than ten per cent of them. And only about 50 species have been
evaluated for the extinction Red List compared with thousands of plants and animals.
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Director of Science at Kew, Professor Cathy Willis, says we ignore fungi at our peril.
Fungi have potential for breaking down plastics and generating new types of biofuels and
medicines. But they have a negative side — destroying crops and wiping out trees such as

the ash and the elm.
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I. According to the report, why have some types of fungi not been discovered?
2. How many types of fungi might exist in the World?

3. True or false? More species of fungi have been identified as being at risk of extinction

than species of plants and animals.

4. According to the report, what are some of the possible benefits of fungi?
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I. According to the report, why have some types of fungi not been discovered?

Many types of fungi are hidden away in the soil, or invisible to the naked eye.

2. How many types of fungi might exist in the World?

DNA studies suggest there maybe four million different fungi in the World.

3. True or false? More species of fungi have been identified as being at risk of extinction
than species of plants and animals.
False. Only about 50 species have been evaluated for the extinction Red List

compared with thousands of plants and animals.

4. According to the report, what are some of the possible benefits of fungi?
Fungi have potential for breaking down plastics and generating new types of

biofuels and medicines.
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