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Warming threatens Himalayan glaciers SEIEH
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The towering peaks of K2 and Mount Everest are part of the frozen Hindu Kush and
Himalaya ranges that contain more ice than anywhere else on Earth, apart from the polar

regions.
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But these ice fields could turn to bare rocks in less than a century because of rising

temperatures, say scientists.
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Over the next few decades, the melting could accelerate thanks to warming and

increased air pollution from a growing population depositing soot on the ice.
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If global temperatures rise by 2 degrees C, then half the glaciers would be gone by 2100.

Even if the world takes dramatic action and limits warming to |.5C by the end of the

century, 36% of the glaciers will have disappeared.

SRR BT 2 SRR, ABAUK)IKREAE 2100 SRR . RIE 4t A AR I 28
HIATEN, FEARHLACKE S ERARBE AR E 1.5 SRIREELAN, 36% HIUK)IHREE % .

As well as millions of people living in the mountains, there are another 1.65 billion living in

the river valleys below - all are vulnerable to flooding and the destruction of crops.
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|. True or false? Hindu Kush and Himalaya ranges contain more ice than anywhere else on

Earth.

2. Why would the melting accelerate over the next few decades?

3. Besides millions of people living in the mountains, who else is vulnerable to flooding and

the destruction of crops!?

4. Which adjective in the text means ‘very sudden or noticeable’?
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I. True or false? Hindu Kush and Himalaya ranges contain more ice than anywhere else on
Earth.
False. They contain more ice than anywhere else on Earth apart from the polar

regions.

2. Why would the melting accelerate over the next few decades?
Over the next few decades, the melting could accelerate thanks to warming and

increased air pollution from a growing population depositing soot on the ice.

3. Besides millions of people living in the mountains, who else is vulnerable to flooding and
the destruction of crops!?
There are another 1.65 billion living in the river valleys below. They are also

vulnerable to flooding and the destruction of crops.

4. Which adjective in the text means ‘very sudden or noticeable’?

Dramatic.
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