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Insects are the most abundant form of animal life on the planet, representing more than

|7 times the weight of the entire human population.
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This study looked at 73 scientific reports. It found that overall, insect populations are falling

by about 2.5% a year. 40% of the world's insects could be extinct within a few decades.
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In some areas, the decline is even more rapid. According to one recent study, the number
of ground insects in Puerto Rico has fallen by 98% over the last 35 years. A growing

body of research shows that insects are declining about twice as fast as vertebrates.
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The report's authors say a rethinking of current agricultural practice is needed, in

particular, a serious reduction in pesticide usage.
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|. True or false? An increasing amount of research shows that insects are declining slower than

vertebrates.
2. How many reports did the study look at?
3. What practices need a rethinking, according to the authors of the report?

4. Which word in the text means ‘a great collection of something’?
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|. True or false? An increasing amount of research shows that insects are declining slower than
vertebrates.
False. A growing body of research shows that insects are declining twice as fast

as vertebrates.

2. How many reports did the study look at?

The study looked at 73 reports.

3. What practices need a rethinking, according to the authors of the report?
Current agricultural practices, in particular, the amount of pesticide being used,

need a rethinking, according to the authors of the report.

4. Which word in the text means ‘a great collection of something’?

Body.
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