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Rogue waves can reach more than 30 metres high and at their worst can sink ships and

sweep people out to sea.
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To better understand how and when they might strike, scientists looked at 20 years of
data collected along the west coast of America. Over this period, the frequency of these

waves decreased slightly. But when they did appear, they were growing in size.
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This was especially marked during the winter, where the waves intensified, increasing
in height and occurring more often in calmer seas. These trends may be local to this area
but the researchers now want to find out what’s driving these variations and to see how

they're related to climate change.
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The waves pose a serious risk for the global shipping industry and scientists say more data
is now needed from around the rest of the world to help predict when and where these

waves could strike.
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I. True or false? Although rogue waves are growing in size, they don’t happen quite as

often.
2. Which part of the world did this research take place in?

3. How much do scientists think climate change is affecting the size and intensity of rogue

waves in the winter?

4. What could help scientists work out where future rogue waves might strike?
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I. True or false? Although rogue waves are growing in size, they don’t happen quite as
often.
True. Data collected over 20 years found the frequency of rogue waves

decreased slightly. But when they did appear, they were growing in size.

2. Which part of the world did this research take place in?

Scientists looked at 20 years of data collected along the west coast of America.

3. How much do scientists think climate change is affecting the size and intensity of rogue
waves in the winter?
Scientists don’t know yet. Researchers now want to find out what’s causing

these variations and to see how they're related to climate change.

4. What could help scientists work out where future rogue waves might strike?
Scientists want to collect more data from around the rest of the world to help

predict when and where these waves could strike.
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