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Every year between December and June, thousands of green sea turtles migrate. They go
to Ascension Island to nest - females crawling ashore to lay their eggs in the sand. Because
of the remote location and cost of research though, scientists still do not understand

exactly how they get there.
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Now they've developed a model which simulates part of that arduous journey. What the
scientists found is that the species uses a range of weak cues rather than a few strong
ones, which could lead them off course. It makes sense - as relying on a single navigating

cue, such as an inbuilt compass, could render them sensitive to change.

BUEE, ARAIWT A T — RIS UL 230 (0 R S BOR AL RE . BHEE A TR, %W Fh
] — R BIREI LR KRR T, RS BES FENMEATLR KRR, X
BN, BPUOMKEE SR —ZREORER, WanHAAN YDA, rTRE A4
T UK

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2019
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page | of 4



The scientists say that understanding how fish, animals and birds navigate could help them

figure out how to protect those that are endangered, as well as what factors might affect

their behaviour.
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I. True or false? If turtles follow less frequent, stronger cues, they are more likely to get lost.

2. Where do the female turtles lay their eggs?

3. Why has research into the green sea turtles been difficult to do in the past?

4. What might the benefit of this research about turtles be?
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I. True or false? If turtles follow less frequent, stronger cues, they are more likely to get lost.
True. Scientists found that the species uses a range of weak cues rather than a

few strong ones, which could lead them off course (or get lost).

2. Where do the female turtles lay their eggs?

They lay their eggs on the land, buried in the sand.

3. Why has research into the green sea turtles been difficult to do in the past?
Because of the Ascension Island’s remote location and cost of research,

scientists have not been able to understand exactly how they get there.

4. What might the benefit of this research about turtles be?
The scientists say that understanding how fish, animals and birds navigate could
help them work out how to protect those that are endangered - such as the

green sea turtles.
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