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Decline in UK's modern language teaching [JESEESE
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The Government wants three quarters of students to be taking a modern language
GCSE by 2022. Yet entries for them in England have nearly halved over the past |5 years.

There’ve been similar steep declines in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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152 academics from 36 universities have now written to The Guardian (newspaper) arguing
it's because languages exams are harder and more stressful than other subjects. ‘Where’s
the incentive to choose a language if you're systematically made to feel rubbish at

it? the signatories ask.
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They also accuse England's exam regulator Ofqual of ignoring evidence about severe and

unreliable grading and inadequate assessment statistics which they say are driving
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demoralised learners and teachers out of languages. Ofqual says it takes their concerns

seriously, and a comprehensive review of grading standards is already under way.
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|. True or false? The numbers of students in England taking modern language exams is

decreasing.

2. How do some academics feel the subject of modern languages compares with other

school subjects?

3. What is it academics feel Ofqual has done in response to evidence about inadequate

assessment statistics?

4. How is Ofqual responding to the criticism from the academics?
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|. True or false? The numbers of students in England taking modern language exams is
decreasing.

True. The report says entries for modern languages in England have nearly halved

over the past |5 years.

2. How do some academics feel the subject of modern languages compares with other
school subjects?
152 academics have written to The Guardian (newspaper) arguing languages

exams are harder and more stressful than other subjects.

3. What is it academics feel Ofqual has done in response to evidence about inadequate
assessment statistics?
They are accusing England's exam regulator, Ofqual, of ignoring evidence about

severe and unreliable grading and inadequate assessment statistics.

4. How is Ofqual responding to the criticism from the academics?
Ofqual says it takes their concerns seriously and is carrying out a

comprehensive review of grading standards.
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