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Millions of old gadgets 'stockpiled in SEAS
drawers'
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The Royal Society of Chemistry’s survey of more than 2,000 people revealed that almost
half have between two and five old gadgets in their homes and most people have no plans

to recycle them.
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This means an estimated 40 million old devices, most containing elements the Earth is
simply running out of, could be languishing in cupboards and drawers.
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The mines for elements such as indium, for example, which is used to make touch
screens, will be exhausted within a century.
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Meanwhile, demand for more advanced personal devices continues to increase. So

scientists say recycling our old tech is the only sustainable solution.
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I. True or false? Most people surveyed are planning to recycle their old gadgets.
2. According to the text, when will the mines for elements such as indium be exhausted?

3. According to scientists, what is the sustainable solution to the shortage of
elements used in gadgets and the increase in demand for advanced personal devices?

4. Which word in the text is used to mean ‘the need for a certain product or commodity to
be supplied”?
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I. True or false? Most people surveyed are planning to recycle their old gadgets.

False. Most people who took part in the survey have no plans to recycle their
old gadgets.

2. According to the text, when will the mines for elements such as indium be exhausted?

According to the text, the mines for elements such as indium, which is used to
make touch screens, will be exhausted within a century.

3. According to scientists, what is the sustainable solution to the shortage of
elements used in gadgets and the increase in demand for advanced personal devices!?

According to scientists, recycling our old tech is the only sustainable solution.

4. Which word in the text is used to mean ‘the need for a certain product or commodity to
be supplied”?

Demand.

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2019
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 3



