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Around one in ten of us is left-handed - but why? A team at the University of Oxford
analysed 400,000 people's DNA. They then compared lefties and righties in a giant game

of genetic spot-the-difference.
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They found four genetic instructions that influenced left-handedness. These seem to work
by altering how the brain develops. They're involved in building the intricate

"scaffolding", known as the cytoskeleton that organises the inside of our body’s cells and
culminate in a brain that is wired differently in left-handed people. Scans showed regions

of the brain involved in language were better connected and more coordinated as a result.
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The researchers speculate the findings may give left-handed people greater verbal skills.

The study also showed slightly higher risks of schizophrenia and slightly lower risks of

Parkinson's disease in left-handed people.

WEFEN AN, XL BT REE S A T I E SR S e 7). I TIE BoR, /&
Ty FEORE A 73 BORE (1 DRSS R, B < AR [ KUBE S K o

1. AVER

left-handed A TH)

lefties AT
righties BHAE TN
genetic FEIRY, GBS R

spot-the-difference

HAF

instructions CGERED 54

intricate FRER R IN

scaffolding T4 G EIRAMAE
cytoskeleton A v 58

culminate in PLeeeees &

wired

CRIiFTD Hyid

coordinated

N

verbal skills

HIRDRE

Media English
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese

© British Broadcasting Corporation 2019
Page 2 of 4




schizophrenia s i 3 B

Parkinson's disease T 4= A% A

2. B BERE LS, BETHHE . (FRELTIO
I. True or false? In every ten people, around two are left-handed.

2. How did the researchers conduct the study?

3. Based on the scans, which regions of a left-handed person’s brain were better connected

and more coordinated?

4. Which word in the text means ‘slightly changing or modifying’?
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I. True or false? In every ten people, around two are left-handed.

False. According to the text, in every ten people, around one is left-handed.
2. How did the researchers conduct the study?

They conducted the study by analysing 400,000 people’s DNA and then
comparing lefties and righties in a giant game of genetic spot-the-difference.

3. Based on the scans, which regions of a left-handed person’s brain were better connected
and more coordinated?

The regions involved in language were better connected and more coordinated,
according to the scans.

4. Which word in the text means ‘slightly changing or modifying’?

Altering. ("These seem to work by altering how the brain develops.')
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