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Bird populations in Asia and the US are SEEH

"in crisis"”
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Bird markets on Java, Indonesia’s most densely populated island, are a cacophony
of song. This is a trade fuelled by a national passion for birdsong, including competitions

where the best singers can win prizes worth thousands of pounds.
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But scientists studying the trade say there are now more birds in cages in Java than there
are in the wild. This conclusion comes from one of two major studies that point to a global

crash in bird numbers.
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The other, by scientists in the US and Canada, revealed there are three billion fewer birds
in North America today than there were in 1970. Habitat loss driven by human activity

has been blamed.
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But researchers are hopeful that the conclusion will be a trigger for the protection of

important habitats and migration routes to make much needed space for birds to return.
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I. Where are more than half of birds in Java now kept?

2. What has caused a fall in North America's bird population, according to research?
3. True or false? A global economic crash has been blamed for the decline in bird numbers.

4. Why do researchers think these studies might bring some good news for future bird
populations?
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I. Where to more than half of birds in Java now kept?

Scientists studying the songbird trade say there are now more birds in cages in
Java than there are in the wild.

2. What has caused a fall in North America's bird population, according to research?

Habitat loss driven by human activity, has been blamed for there being three
Billion fewer birds in North America today than there were in 1920.

3. True or false? A global economic crash has been blamed for the decline in bird numbers.

False. Two major studies have shown a global crash in bird numbers - but
nothing to do with the economy!

4. Why do researchers think these studies might bring some good news for future bird
populations?

Researchers hope that the results of the studies will be a trigger for the
protection of important habitats and migration routes to make much needed
space for birds to return.
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