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Skin cancer: Half of people surviving SR
advanced melanoma
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There has been a staggering transformation in the treatment of melanoma. Ten years ago the
disease was considered untreatable once it had spread round the body. People with

advanced melanoma lived for between six and nine months. Now half are alive five years later.
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Our immune system constantly patrols our body fighting off hostile invaders such as
viruses. It should attack cancers too, but they can learn ways of hiding. The two drugs used in
this trial - ipilimumab and nivolumab - both stop some cancers hiding and allow the immune
system to attack. This is not one of those health stories where we say patients might benefit in

a decade’s time - this is saving lives today.
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Immunotherapy is Nobel prize-winning science that is now a key pillar of cancer treatment

alongside chemotherapy, radiotherapy and surgery. It does not cure every patient but it is

making the untreatable treatable.
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I. What were the chances of survival for people with melanoma ten years ago?

2. Why is our immune system sometimes unable to fight off ‘hostile invaders’?

3. True or false? This new immunotherapy treatment means that everyone with melanoma can

now be cured.

4. How long will it take before patients benefit from this new treatment?
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I. What were the chances of survival for people with melanoma ten years ago?

The chances of survival were not very good. Ten years ago the disease was
considered untreatable once it had spread round the body. People with
advanced melanoma lived for between six and nine months.

2. Why is our immune system sometimes unable to fight off ‘hostile invaders’?

Our immune system should attack cancers but they can learn ways of hiding.

3. True or false?! This new immunotherapy treatment means that everyone with melanoma can
now be cured.

False. It does not cure every patient but it is making the untreatable treatable.

4. How long will it take before patients benefit from this new treatment?

Not long at all. The reporter says ‘“this is saving lives today”’.
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