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UK top universities to give more places to SEHE
disadvantaged
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At present at Oxford, there are 15 students from better-off areas getting

places for every one student from a disadvantaged background. At Cambridge,
the ratio is 14-to-one. The Office for Students says this gap will have to be cutin
half over the next five years, and is calling for more places for students from the
north of England, the Midlands and deprived coastal towns.
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The targets have been backed by the Universities Minister, Chris Skidmore.
But as Oxford and Cambridge are not planning to increase the overall student
numbers, it’s likely to mean a reduction in places for middle-class and London
students.
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Private school leaders have warned universities not to discriminate against their
pupils, claiming it would be unfair to rob some students of a future, to award it
to others.
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1. How many students from a disadvantaged background attend Cambridge
University compared with those from a better-off area?

2. In the next five years, what does the Office for Students want to happen to the
ratio between better off students and those from disadvantaged areas attending
university?

3. True or false? There’s going to be a reduction of middle-class students at Oxford
and Cambridge as overall student numbers increase.

4. What do private school leaders fear will happen to some of their students if
the ratio is changed?
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1. How many students from a disadvantaged background attend Cambridge
University compared with those from a better-off area?

The ratio between students from well-off backgrounds to disadvantaged
backgrounds is 14-to-one.

2. In the next five years, what does the Office for Students want to happen to the
ratio between better off students and those from disadvantaged areas attending

university?

The Office for Students says the ratio will have to be cut in half over the next
five years.

3. True or false? There’s going to be a reduction of middle-class students at Oxford
and Cambridge.

True. It’s likely there will be a reduction in places for middle-class and London
students.
4. What do private school leaders fear will happen to some of their students if

the ratio is changed?

Private school leaders fear some of their students will be robbed of a future.
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