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Red squirrels sniff out danger RiRHE
better than greys
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Wide-eyed and cute as they appear, pine martens are sharp-clawed predators.
Their agility and tree-climbing skills make them the enemy of any squirrel. But
an innate fear of their predators seems, according to this research, to give the
reds an edge over their grey competitors.
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When the researchers applied pine martens’ scent to squirrel-feeding stations,
they found that only the red squirrels responded, showing much more vigilance
when they sniffed out the danger.
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Grey squirrels, on the other hand, seemed to ignore the scent and carry on
regardless. This lack of a behavioural response, researchers say, means greys are
much more vulnerable.
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But with more than two million grey squirrels in the UK and just 150,000 native

reds, they could do with any advantage that evolution has given them.
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2. PREM. FERZE LG, BETHHE . (FERETIO
1. What characteristics make pine martens the enemy of any squirrel?

2. What did the researchers do to find out which species is more vigilant to
danger?

3. True or false? Grey squirrels are more likely to be attacked than red squirrels.

4. How many native red squirrels are there in the UK?
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3.ER
1. What characteristics make pine martens the enemy of any squirrel?
Their agility and tree-climbing skills make them the enemy of any squirrel.

2. What did the researchers do to find out which species is more vigilant to
danger?

The researchers applied pine martens’ scent to squirrel-feeding stations and
observed the responses of the red squirrels and the grey squirrels.

3. True or false? Grey squirrels are more likely to be attacked than red squirrels.
True. The research discovered that red squirrels showed more vigilance
when they sniffed out danger, while grey squirrels seemed to ignore the
danger, leaving them more vulnerable to attack.

4. How many native red squirrels are there in the UK?

There are 150,000 native reds in the UK.
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