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Coronavirus 'will hasten the decline of cash' kS
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The dramatic drop in cash withdrawals is the obvious result of more people
having to do their shopping online. When they do venture out, many are

suspicious of handling cash, which others might have touched.
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Traders who used to turn up their noses at plastic are bringing out their card
readers. The figures come from the cash machine network LINK, which adds that
in a survey of 2,000 shoppers, more than three quarters said the virus would
affect their future use of cash. Once people change to buying over the internet or

paying by card, they tend to carry on.
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The problem is the faster the switch away from cash happens, the bigger the

danger that shops stop taking it and more cash machines are closed. That could

make life more difficult for the millions who still rely on notes and coins to run

their lives.
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1. True or false? Traders who didn’t like card payment are now adapting to the
changes.

2. According to the article, what caused the dramatic drop in cash withdrawals?

3. How many shoppers in the survey said the virus would affect their future use
of cash?

4. According to the article, whose lives will be made more difficult if more cash
machines are closed?
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1. True or false? Traders who didn’t like card payment are now adapting to the
changes.

True. (‘Traders who used to turn up their noses at plastic are bringing out their
card readers.’)

2. According to the article, what caused the dramatic drop in cash withdrawals?

The article says that more people having to do their shopping online led to the
dramatic drop in cash withdrawals.

3. How many shoppers in the survey said the virus would affect their future use
of cash?

More than 1,500, which is three quarters of the 2,000 shoppers surveyed, said
the virus would affect their future use of cash.

4. According to the article, whose lives will be made more difficult if more cash
machines are closed?

Those who still rely on notes and coins to run their lives.
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