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For scientists, the loss of older trees and tropical rainforests is a double blow to
life on Earth. As well as storing massive amounts of carbon, they're hotspots of

biodiversity as the homes of orangutans, jaguars, and tigers.
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According to the new data, these primary forests continue to be destroyed at
alarming rates. Brazil accounted for over a third of all losses last year, with

deforestation for agriculture the main motive.
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The end of 2019 also saw dramatic fires in Australia leading to a sixfold increase

in the total number of trees lost compared to 2018.
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1. True or false? The main motive of tree losses in Brazil last year is deforestation
for agriculture.

2. Why is the loss of older trees and tropical rainforests a double blow to life on
Earth?

3. How much did the loss of primary forests in Brazil account for all losses last
year?

4. What did the end of 2019 see in Australia?
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1. True or false? The main motive of tree losses in Brazil last year is deforestation
for agriculture.

True. Deforestation for agriculture is the main reason for the loss of primary
forests in Brazil last year.

2. Why is the loss of older trees and tropical rainforests a double blow to life on
Earth?

Because as well as storing massive amounts of carbon, they're hotspots of
biodiversity as the homes of orangutans, jaguars, and tigers.

3. How much did the loss of primary forests in Brazil account for all losses last
year?

It accounted for over a third of all losses last year.
4. What did the end of 2019 see in Australia?

The end of 2019 saw dramatic fires in Australia.
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