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Red Lion: Archaeologists find London's RIEHE
earliest theatre
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References to the theatre are tantalisingly scarce. It's mentioned only in two
lawsuits, in 1567 and 1569, between the proprietor John Brayne and the
carpenters who were working on its construction, but the actual location has

remained a mystery.
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Then, in January last year, archaeologists working in east London uncovered the
remains of an unusual rectangular timber structure. The dimensions match

those for the stage mentioned in the lawsuits.
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Dozens of postholes around the structure appear to correspond with tiers of

wooden seating, which were also described in the legal documents. Bones and

artefacts that were uncovered show the site went on to become a baiting pit and

pub before homes and warehouses were later built on it.
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It's now being redeveloped with plans to incorporate a performance space near

the original stage.
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1. True or false? The Red Lion is mentioned in many historical documents.
2. What two pieces of evidence do we have to prove the theatre existed?
3. Who uncovered the remains of the theatre?

4. According to the article, what was the site used for after it was a theatre?
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1. True or false? The Red Lion is mentioned in many historical documents.

False. References to the theatre are tantalisingly scarce. This means it is
mentioned in very few historical documents.

2. What two pieces of evidence do we have to prove the theatre existed?

They were the two lawsuits in 1567 and 1569 between the proprietor John
Brayne and the carpenters who were working on its construction.

3. Who uncovered the remains of the theatre?
Archaeologists working in east London uncovered the remains of the theatre.
4. According to the article, what was the site used for after it was a theatre?

According to the article, the site went on to become a baiting pit and pub
before homes and warehouses were later built on it.

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2020
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 4 of 4



