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Botswana: Mystery elephant deaths PR
caused by cyanobacteria
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The elephants, young and old, had collapsed and died suddenly in large humbers.
Experts soon ruled out poaching. After all, no one had tried to hack off the

elephants' tusks. But beyond that lay a mystery.
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Tests sent to laboratories around the world now appear to have settled the
matter. Poisonous natural cyanobacteria is to blame, lurking in the elephants’
watering holes. Those watering holes have now dried up and the elephants have

stopped dying.
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But scientists warn that climate change may be making these incidents, known as

toxic blooms, more likely.
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1. True or false? The elephants that had died in Botswana were all young.
2. Why did the experts rule out poaching?
3. Where was cyanobacteria found?

4. According to the scientists, what is the possible connection between climate
change and these incidents?
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1. True or false? The elephants that had died in Botswana were all young.

False. The elephants, young and old, had collapsed and died suddenly in large
numbers.

2. Why did the experts rule out poaching?

Because no one had hacked off the elephants’ tusks.

3. Where was cyanobacteria found?

Cyanobacteria was found lurking in the elephants’ watering holes.

4. According to the scientists, what is the possible connection between climate
change and these incidents?

Scientists warn that climate change may be making these incidents, known as
toxic blooms, more likely.
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