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Machines to ‘do half of all work tasks by SR
2025’
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The World Economic Forum’s report has some striking findings, both on how we
will work in the future, and on how technology will affect the numbers and types
of jobs available.
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It also found evidence that these changes are likely to be more rapid because of
the pandemic. Globally, it predicts that machines will displace 85 million jobs by
2025, but more new roles — 97 million — are likely to emerge.
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But in the present, the report says millions of workers have already experienced
profound changes which have hit disadvantaged people with greater ferocity. In
two months, the pandemic destroyed more jobs than the financial crisis did in
two years.
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The report says there will be opportunities in what it describes as ‘new
professions’. These are not confined to technology. Several reflect what it calls
the ‘continuing importance of human interaction’, such as care, marketing, and
culture.
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1. True or false? The World Economic Forum’s report predicts that while machines
will complete many jobs by 2025, new roles are likely to emerge.

2. According to the report, why are the changes to work likely to be more
rapid?

3. What group of people have experienced the most drastic changes to their jobs,
according to the report?

4. According to the text, what are some of the new professions that ‘reflect the
continuing importance of human interaction’?
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1. True or false? The World Economic Forum’s report predicts that while machines
will complete many jobs by 2025, new roles are likely to emerge.

True. The report predicts that, globally, machines will displace 85 million jobs
by 2025, but more new roles — 97 million - are likely to emerge.

2. According to the report, why are the changes to work likely to be more
rapid?

They are likely to be more rapid because of the pandemic.

3. What group of people have experienced the most drastic changes to their jobs,
according to the report?

Disadvantaged people.

4. According to the text, what are some of the new professions that ‘reflect the
continuing importance of human interaction’?

Examples of these new professions are care, marketing, and culture.
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