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New study re-explores mystery behind FAEH
zebra stripes
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It's something that's puzzled biologists for over a century. You might think if
you're trying to avoid being hunted down and eaten, that sporting a striking

black and white pattern isn't exactly the best way to do it.

XREWI TEMER DL AR IRPTREETS, AR AL 1k B S gl P I 4
Baris, A5 H IR A B R A BRI I

But early naturalists thought otherwise. They put forward the theory of 'motion
dazzle', believing that it's hard for predators to estimate the speed or direction of

patterned prey while it's running.
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And somewhat in the spirit of that, dazzle patterning was used on ships in the
First World War to help them evade being spotted. But can this really be the

case?
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It's counter-instinctive, perhaps. And scientists in Exeter have been taking a
much closer look. They've been testing the theory using a touch-screen game
called Dazzle Bug. That's where you have to catch a rectangular bug, but it keeps
changing its pattern in an effort to stop you doing so. What the scientists found
was that even when they were moving, the bugs still tended to lose that clear

patterning.
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It's the strongest evidence yet against the 'motion dazzle' hypothesis. And as a
consequence, the scientists suggest that protection in motion may rely on a
completely different mechanism. Where that leaves the zebra is anyone's guess.
But while the results may raise more questions than they answer, it does

reinforce the idea that even for scientists, nature is a constantly moving target.
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1. True or false? Scientists in Exeter have discovered that the 'motion dazzle'
hypothesis was correct.

2. How did early naturalists think zebra stripes worked?
3. Give an example mentioned in the text of how dazzle patterning was used.

4. How have scientists in Exeter been testing the ‘motion dazzle’ theory?
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1. True or false? Scientists in Exeter have discovered that the 'motion dazzle'
hypothesis was correct.

False. On the contrary, the result of their study is the strongest evidence yet
against the 'motion dazzle' hypothesis.

2. How did early naturalists think zebra stripes worked?

They put forward the theory of 'motion dazzle', believing that it's hard for
predators to estimate the speed or direction of patterned prey while running.

3. Give an example mentioned in the text of how dazzle patterning was used.

Dazzle patterning was used on ships in the First World War to help them evade
being spotted.

4. How have scientists in Exeter been testing the 'motion dazzle' theory?

They have been testing the theory using a touch-screen game called Dazzle
Bug.
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