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There are an estimated 145,000 people living with Parkinson's in the UK, but

there is no cure and no definitive test for the disease.
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The researchers say trials on 500 people showed a skin swab could correctly

identify 85% of cases.
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Their new technique works by analysing compounds found in the sebum - the
oily substance that coats the skin — and identifying changes in people with the

disease.
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The team at the University of Manchester said this is the first step towards what
could be a fast, painless and cheap form of diagnosis. It could also be used to
track the progression of Parkinson's and to measure whether new experimental

treatments are having an impact.
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1. True or false? At the moment, there is no way to make people with Parkinson's
completely healthy again.

2. According to the researchers, what could the skin swab do?
3. What is the sebum?

4. What could the skin swab test be used to measure?
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1. True or false? At the moment, there is no way to make people with Parkinson's
completely healthy again.

True. There is no cure for Parkinson's.
2. According to the researchers, what could the skin swab do?

The researchers say trials on 500 people showed a skin swab could correctly
identify 85% of cases.

3. What is the sebum?
The sebum is the oily substance that coats the skin.
4. What could the skin swab test be used to measure?

It could be used to measure whether new experimental treatments are having
an impact.
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