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Early cherry blossom in Japan likely to be JESEESE
result of climate change
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In Japan, viewing cherry blossom is a pastime that’s been enjoyed for centuries.
Outings are organised to eat and drink while sitting beneath the white and pink
flowers. The blossom marks the arrival of spring and reflects the transient

beauty of nature.
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Down the ages, records of when the trees bloom have been kept by monks,
aristocrats and officials. The data is so detailed and goes back so far, it’s allowed

scientists to reconstruct Japan’s climate in centuries past.
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Following a warm spring, this year, the blossom has emerged in the city of Kyoto

at its earliest date for 1,200 years. Peak blossom arrived on March 26th.
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The previous earliest date was way back in 1409, when the blossom came one

day later. For the last 200 years, flowerings have generally come earlier and

earlier caused, scientists think, by climate change.
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2. FEERE. BERT R, BETAR&E. ERLTRO

1. True or false? In Japan, cherry blossom marks the end of spring.

2. Who have kept records of when the trees bloom down the ages?
3. On what day did the season reach its peak in 1409?

4. According to scientists, what has caused the flowerings to come earlier and
earlier in the past 200 years?
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1. True or false? In Japan, cherry blossom marks the end of spring.
False. It marks the arrival of spring.

2. Who have kept records of when the trees bloom down the ages?

Records of when the trees bloom have been kept by monks, aristocrats and
officials.

3. On what day did the season reach its peak in 1409?

The cherry blossom season reached its peak on March 27th, a day later than
this year’s earliest date.

4. According to scientists, what has caused the flowerings to come earlier and
earlier in the past 200 years?

Scientists think climate change has caused the flowerings to come earlier and
earlier for the last 200 years.
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