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Deaf sheepdog learns how to herd using SR
'sigh language’
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Peggy, an eight-year-old collie, was taken in by the charity’s Mid Norfolk and
North Suffolk branch in 2018, where she was adopted by their animal welfare

manager Chloe Shorten, whose husband also happens to be a shepherd.
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Chloe said they knew Peggy wanted to be working, so they started the long

process of teaching her how to herd without relying on voice commands.
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With the help of a sheepdog trainer, Peggy learned to understand hand signals

and body language. A thumbs up, for example, means ‘good girl’.
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Now aged ten, Peggy’s still proving that you can teach an old dog new tricks and

works part-time with the couples’ two other sheepdogs.
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can teach an old dog new tricks
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1. True or false? Chloe and her husband taught Peggy how to herd by following
voice commands.

2. What breed is Peggy?
3. What did the sheepdog trainer help Peggy learn?

4. If you want to say ‘good girl’ to Peggy, what hand signal should you use?
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1. True or false? Chloe and her husband taught Peggy how to herd by following
voice commands.

False. Chloe and her husband taught Peggy how to herd without relying on
voice commands.

2. What breed is Peggy?
Breed is a collie.
3. What did the sheepdog trainer help Peggy learn?

The sheepdog trainer helped Peggy learn to understand hand signals and body
language.

4. If you want to say ‘good girl’ to Peggy, what hand signal should you use?

A thumbs up.
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