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Clouds of Venus too dry to support life, ET

study finds
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It’s an audacious idea: the notion that microorganisms could be floating through
the atmosphere of Venus. It would be extremely challenging, of course, because

we know the planet’s clouds are dominated by corrosive sulphuric acid.
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But the presence of phosphine needs to be explained. This is a gas that on Earth
is associated with life — with microbes living in the guts of some animals, such as

penguins.
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This new study, however, finds that whatever the source of phosphine, it’s highly
unlikely to be microorganisms — because there simply isn’t enough water in the

clouds to support them.
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Those who support the theory that tiny life forms may be floating around Venus,
say we still don’t know enough about the atmosphere to rule it out. This
knowledge gap could be filled by a flotilla of space probes which have just been

approved to visit Venus over the course of the next decade.

TR 6 STRE /N A i AR AT RESER VR AE < B B X — Be  AUON, ATH &2 KRB T
e AE, PTCAABEHERRX R AT e . XASRIR 2R AT DA e AR R s RN 5 AU N 45
FORIAD, IR AR A5 W KIERAEAE AR R4 BLiG Vi & 2 .

1. 3WCR

audacious KHHP)

microorganisms A

phosphine A

guts Ji&

rule out HeBR

flotilla BN (X B4R — 2R SR

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2021

bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 4




2. FEEM. HERTEEE, HETIRE. (BFRALTIO
1. Why would it be challenging for the clouds of Venus to support life?
2. What is the gas phosphine associated with on Earth?

3. Why is the phosphine in Venus’s atmosphere unlikely to be produced by
microorganisms?

4. What are being sent to Venus to answer some of the questions about the
atmosphere?
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1. Why would it be challenging for the clouds of Venus to support life?

It would be extremely challenging because the planet’s clouds are dominated
by corrosive sulphuric acid.

2. What is the gas phosphine associated with on Earth?
Phosphine on Earth is associated with life.

3. Why is the phosphine in Venus’s atmosphere unlikely to be produced by
microorganisms?

Because there simply isn’t enough water in the clouds to support them.

4. What are being sent to Venus to answer some of the questions about the
atmosphere?

Space probes which have just been approved to visit Venus over the course of
the next decade.
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