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Clues to how birds migrate using Earth’s FEH
magnetic field
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Scientists studied the robin — a familiar garden bird that can sometimes migrate
- flying alone, at night and often over great distances. They identified a
magnetically sensitive molecule in the bird’s eye, known as a cryptochrome, that

could form the basis of the in-built magnetic compass birds may use to navigate.

BHEZFATOI L T RISy, —MaHE T e B X el LRSS, e, K
Mgk B B, M AR AKE WT . REERE SR S IR BRI T MO LR
WRUKKI DT, BRRONETEE R SRR BIR A A B 0, XAt
WVl R G 2 B A T R

Professor Peter Hore at the University of Oxford says it could be that birds can

‘see’ the Earth’s magnetic field, although they don’t know that for sure.
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The researchers are planning further studies to investigate how birds, and

perhaps other animals, might use this living compass in their epic migrations.
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1. Where are robins often seen?

2. Where is the molecule, the ‘cryptochrome’, located?

3. What could this new molecule help robins do?

4. True or false? This cryptochrome molecule is limited only to birds.
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1. Where are robins often seen?

Robins are a familiar garden bird.

2. Where is the molecule, the ‘cryptochrome’, located?

The molecule known as the ‘cryptochrome’ is located in the eye.
3. What could this molecule help robins do?

It could form the basis of the in-built magnetic compass birds may use to
navigate.

4. True or false? This cryptochrome molecule is limited only to birds.

False. The researchers are planning further studies to investigate how birds
and perhaps other animals might use this molecule.
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