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Streetlights linked to insect decline FOBHF
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There’s growing alarm over plunging insect populations with climate change,
habitat destruction and pesticides all thought to play a role. But now, scientists

say there’s another culprit: artificial streetlights.
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Researchers from the charity Butterfly Conservation counted caterpillars at the
sides of brightly lit roads. Compared with similar stretches of unlit roads,
caterpillar numbers were reduced by half, suggesting streetlights can affect the

abundance of insects — at least on a local scale.
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The scientists say with insects in trouble, we should be doing all we can to reduce

negative influences. But there are practical solutions such as dimming

streetlights in the early hours, installing motion sensors, or using colour filters

to modify the light.
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2. PR BERSEXE, BETIHE. (FRRLTI

1. Other than streetlights, what things are thought to affect insect populations?
2. What did researchers count to understand how insects were affected?

3. What were the results of the research into insect population near streetlights?

4. What practical solutions are mentioned to help with the problem of artificial
streetlights?
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3.5R
1. Other than streetlights, what things are thought to affect insect populations?

Climate change, habitat destruction and pesticides are all thought to affect
insect populations.

2. What did researchers count to understand how insects were affected?

The researchers counted caterpillars.

3. What were the results of the research into insect population near streetlights?
Caterpillar numbers were reduced by half in areas of lit roads.

4. What practical solutions are mentioned to help with the problem of artificial
streetlights?

Dimming streetlights in the early hours, installing motion sensors, or using
colour filters to modify the light could all help.
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