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Wildfires may slow ozone layer recovery FHHF
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The study found the Australian bushfires two years ago were so intense that
smoke rose into the atmosphere, causing a complex set of chemical reactions that
led to the loss of ozone in the layer that protects the Earth from damaging

ultraviolet rays.
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Satellite observations suggest a total ozone loss of 1% over the southern
hemisphere within the month of March 2020 alone. Not insignificant, given the

slow recovery of the ozone layer from damage caused decades ago.
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1. What were the effects of the Australian bushfires two years ago?
2. What does ozone protect the Earth from?

3. According to satellites, how much of the ozone layer over the southern
hemisphere was lost in March 20207

4. True or false? The recovery of the ozone layer from decades ago has been fast.

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2022
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page2of 3



3.5R

1. What were the effects of the Australian bushfires two years ago?

The fires were so intense that the smoke rose and caused complex chemical
reactions which damaged ozone.

2. What does ozone protect the Earth from?
It protects the Earth from harmful ultraviolet rays.

3. According to satellites, how much of the ozone layer over the southern
hemisphere was lost in March 20207?

1% of the ozone layer over the southern hemisphere was lost in March 2020.
4. True or false? The recovery of the ozone layer from decades ago has been fast.

False. The recovery has been slow.
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