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There are now stark differences emerging between urban and rural hedgehogs.
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This State of Britain's Hedgehogs report suggests that rural areas are becoming
less suitable for the mammals, possibly because the hedgerows and wild field

margins they rely on are also declining.
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The picture's more positive, though, in urban areas. Wildlife-friendly gardens, the

researchers suggest, are having an impact, providing havens for the animals.
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Connecting green spaces with simple holes in garden fences can make it possible

for hedgehogs to move around safely and find food and mates.
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1. Why do researchers think rural populations of hedgehogs are declining?
2. What in urban areas are helping hedgehog populations?

3. What in fences help hedgehogs to move more freely?

4. What can hedgehogs find once they are able to move around more safely?
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1. Why do researchers think rural populations of hedgehogs are declining?
Their habitats, such as hedgerows, are declining.

2. What in urban areas are helping hedgehog populations?

Wildlife-friendly gardens are a haven for hedgehogs.

3. What in fences help hedgehogs to move more freely?

Holes cut into fences can help hedgehogs to traverse gardens.

4. What can hedgehogs find once they are able to move around more safely?

They can find food and mates.
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