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Go back to what's known as the Silurian Period and Earth looked very different
from today. What is now the UK, would've been south of the Equator. A few
pioneering plants had begun to evolve, but nothing containing wood; no trees, no

shrubs.
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However, according to this new evidence, pulled up in mudstones from under
Rumney (in Wales), there was still plenty of fuel, which could have started a
wildfire, in the form of giant mushrooms, called Prototaxites. All that remains of

these strange organisms now, is fragments of charcoal.
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lan Glasspool, a palaeobotanist from Colby College in the US, says the 430-
million-year-old Welsh charcoal, pushes back the earliest known evidence of a

wildfire by 10 million years.
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1. What plants containing wood evolved during the Silurian Period?

2. According to new evidence, which organisms could have fuelled wildfires during
that period?

3. What evidence is there today of the organisms that once fuelled wildfires?

4. How much earlier does this new evidence show that wildfires existed than
previously thought?
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1. What plants containing wood evolved during the Silurian Period?
A few pioneering plants had begun to evolve, but nothing containing wood.

2. According to new evidence, which organisms could have fuelled wildfires during
that period?

During that period, there was still plenty of fuel, which could have started a
wildfire, in the form of giant mushrooms, called Prototaxites.

3. What evidence is there today of the organisms that once fuelled wildfires?
All that remains of these strange organisms now, is fragments of charcoal.

4. How much earlier does this new evidence show that wildfires existed than
previously thought?

lan Glasspool says the 430-million-year-old Welsh charcoal, pushes back the
earliest known evidence of a wildfire by 10 million years.
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