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Unseen Charles Dickens letters go on FEHE
display
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In February 1866, Charles Dickens threatened to move away from his part of Kent
[in the UK] because of the loss of a Sunday postal service. “I should be so
hampered by the proposed restriction” he writes, in a letter made public for the

first time, “that | think it would force me to leave this part of the country.”
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He says he believes his neighbours in Higham would be sorry to lose him. Emily
Dunbar, a curator of the Charles Dickens Museum, says the letter is a great
example of the author showing self-importance and his awareness of his great

fame.
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The correspondence going on show is among more than 300 items acquired by
the Charles Dickens Museum, with the help of the National Heritage Memorial

Fund, Art Fund, Friends of the National Libraries and the Dickens Fellowship.
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1. Why did Charles Dickens threaten to move away from his home in Kent?

2. How many times have these letters by Charles Dickens been shown to the
public?

3. According to the letters, how did Charles Dickens think his neighbours would
feel if he moved away?

4. Where are these letters going on show?
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1. Why did Charles Dickens threaten to move away from his home in Kent?

Charles Dickens threatened to move away from his part of Kent because of the
loss of a Sunday postal service.

2. How many times have these letters by Charles Dickens been shown to the
public?

This is the first time these letters have been shown to the public.

3. According to the letters, how did Charles Dickens think his neighbours would
feel if he moved away?

He said he believed his neighbours in Higham would be sorry to lose him.
4. Where are these letters going on show?

They are going on show at the Charles Dickens Museum.
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