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Single-use plastic plates and food utensils kS
to be banned in England

Tk = i XOR S — X PR R R R AR R

REBUF CIUESE, FEMZHDOREIEfERENER . RENERZHERSE KLY
. REFRAREREL « BIEER, B FHTRPFR, EEER.

Each person in England gets through an average of 18 single-use plastic plates
and 37 plastic items of cutlery every year, according to government figures. Just
ten per cent are recycled. A plastic fork can take 200 years to decompose in

landfill or in the ocean.
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Now the Environment Secretary Thérese Coffey is set to ban a range of single-
use plastic items, mainly relating to takeaway food and drink. She said the move
would prevent billions of pieces of plastic from polluting the natural

environment.
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Similar bans have already been introduced in Scotland and Wales, while single-

use plastic straws, stirrers and cotton buds were banned in England in 2020.

RENKIZES CAETFME S AMBUR 500, 9ei 21 2020 FE M — IR |

PP AR 2

This latest move follows a long consultation but does not cover items found in
supermarkets or shops. The Government said it would address those by other
means. Environmental campaigners have welcomed the ban but called for a

wider-ranging plastic reduction strategy.
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1. How many single-use plastic plates do people in England use on average, each
year?

2. True or False? A single-use plastic fork takes a maximum of two years to
decompose in landfill or in the ocean.

3. What single-use items were banned in the England in 20207

4. What items are not covered by the new ban?

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2023
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page3of 4



3. 8%

1. How many single-use plastic plates do people use in England on average, each
year?

On average, people use 18 single-use plastic plates in England, each year.

2. True or False? A single-use plastic fork takes a maximum of two years to
decompose in landfill or in the ocean.

False. A plastic fork can take 200 years to decompose in landfill or in the ocean.

3. What single-use items were banned in the England in 20207

Single-use plastic straws, stirrers and cotton buds were banned in England in
2020.

4. What items are not covered by the new ban?

This latest move follows a long consultation but does not cover items found in
supermarkets or shops.
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