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Accelerating melt of ice sheets now RIEHT
'unmistakable'
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Satellites able to monitor the elevation and velocity of ice have been flying
routinely over the poles, now, since the early 90s. And a group of scientists,
known as IMBIE (Ice Sheet Mass Balance Intercomparison Exercise), has pulled
together their data to understand how Greenland and Antarctica are responding

to a warming world.
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Combined, these ice sheets have lost 7,560 billion tonnes over the period. It's
enough ice to make an ice cube 20 kilometres or 12 miles high. The melt also

pushed up sea levels by 21 millimetres.
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The contribution from ice sheets to total sea level rise is now 25 percent and
climbing. The acceleration in melting means it won't be long, the IMBIE team
says, before ice lost from Greenland and Antarctica is the dominant factor

pushing up the height of the world's oceans.
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1. When did the satellites mentioned in the article that monitor the elevation and
velocity of ice start flying routinely over the poles?

2. Why has a group of scientists, known as IMBIE, pulled their data together?
3. How much ice had the ice sheets, combined, lost since the 1990s?

4. How much do the ice sheets melting contribute to rising sea levels?
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1. When did the satellites mentioned in the article that monitor the elevation and
velocity of ice start flying routinely over the poles?

The satellites have been flying routinely over the poles since the early 90s.
2. Why has a group of scientists, known as IMBIE, pulled their data together?

They have pulled together their data to understand how Greenland and
Antarctica are responding to a warming world.

3. How much ice had the ice sheets, combined, lost since the 1990s?
Combined, these ice sheets have lost 7,560 billion tonnes since the early 90s.
4. How much do the ice sheets melting contribute to rising sea levels?

The contribution from the melt of the ice sheets to total sea level rise is now 25
percent and climbing.
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