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'Very rare' 460-million-year-old fossils
discovered
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Researchers at Amgueddfa Cymru — Museum Wales - found the fossils in rocks
which were laid down under the sea more than 460 million years ago when mid
Wales was covered by an ocean. They say more than 170 species were uncovered

at a secret location on private land.
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The fossils include many soft-bodied creatures, where soft tissue and complete
organisms have been preserved, rather than just shells and bones. That's
extremely rare. In fact, there's only one other Ordovician site in the world which

preserves close to this level of detail - in Morocco.
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Researchers say the discovery is important as it gives a fresh insight into how life

evolved during this period.
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1. What covered this part of Wales 460 million years ago?

2. Where exactly were these fossils discovered?

3. Why is this discovery of fossils extremely rare?

4. What do researchers think this discovery tells us about life during this period?
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1. What covered this part of Wales 460 million years ago?

Mid Wales was covered by an ocean during this period.

2. Where exactly were these fossils discovered?

We don't know. They were uncovered at a secret location on private land.

3. Why is this discovery of fossils extremely rare?

This find is considered to be extremely rare because there are many soft-bodied
creatures, where soft tissue and complete organisms have been preserved,
rather than just shells and bones.

4. What do researchers think this discovery tells us about life during this period?

Researchers believe it gives a fresh insight into how life evolved during this
period.

Media English ©British Broadcasting Corporation 2023
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 3



