BBC LEARNING ENGLISH B]slc
Media English {4k 3E LI
Rare orchid flowers in London
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The Florida Ghost Orchid, or Dendrophylax lindenii, gets its name from its

striking white flower, which resembles a ghost floating in the air.
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It's normally found only in the swamps of south-west Florida and in Cuba, with
fewer than 2,000 in existence. Populations in Florida were decimated when their
host trees, the bald cypress, were logged during the Second World War to

provide lumber for aircraft carrier decks.
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The orchid has been brought to the UK to raise awareness of its plight. There are
fears that poaching and climate change could endanger its existence further. The
orchid on display at the Princess of Wales Conservatory at Kew is expected to be
in flower for just a few days. So, there's a great sense of excitement among

conservationists keen for a glimpse of something never seen before in the UK.
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1. Why is the orchid known as the Florida Ghost Orchid?

2. Where is the Florida Ghost Orchid normally found?

3. Why were populations of Ghost Orchid in Florida decimated?

4. How long will the Florida Ghost Orchid be in flower for?
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1. Why is the orchid known as the Florida Ghost Orchid?

The orchid gets its name from its striking white flower, which resembles a
ghost floating in the air.

2. Where is the Florida Ghost Orchid normally found?

It's normally found only in the swamps of south-west Florida and in Cuba.

3. Why were populations of Ghost Orchid in Florida decimated?

Populations of Ghost Orchid in Florida were decimated when their host trees,
the bald cypress, were logged during the Second World War to provide lumber
for aircraft carrier decks.

4. How long will the Florida Ghost Orchid be in flower for?

The orchid on display at the Princess of Wales Conservatory at Kew is expected
to be in flower for just a few days.
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