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Top A-level results fall, RIBHF
with steepest drop in England
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It's the second year in a row that the proportion of top grades has fallen. Around
27% of exams were graded A* or A. That's almost the same as in 2019 which was

the last year of exams before Covid.
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Grades in 2020 and 2021 were unusually high as results were based on teachers'
assessments. But the picture varies across the UK this year. The proportion of
students receiving top grades in Wales and Northern Ireland is significantly
higher than in England where the plan was to bring grades back in line with pre-

pandemic levels more quickly.
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1. For how many years has the proportion of top exam grades been falling?

2. True or False? 27% of exams were graded A*.

3. Why were grades unusually high in 2020 and 20217

4. Is the situation the same all over the UK?
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1. For how many years has the proportion of top exam grades been falling?

Two years. This is the second year that the proportion of top exam grades has
fallen.

2. True or False? 27% of exams were graded A*.
False. Around 27% of exams were either graded A* or A.
3. Why were grades unusually high in 2020 and 20217

Grades were higher in 2020 and 2021 because they were based on teachers'
assessments.

4. Is the situation the same all over the UK?

No, there is a higher proportion of students getting top grades in Wales and
Northern Ireland.
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