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(Feifei and Finn bump into each other at the supermarket)
Finn: Hello Feifei. I didn't know you shopped at this supermarket too.

Feifei: Hi Finn. Usually I don't. But it's close to the office and I have to rush home
to welcome an important guest.

Finn: Mmmm, who is it? Someone I know?

Feifei: No, it's my landlady. MRS ME K, FTMEFRIERFANHRERIA T, B
FRABFS b SR RS i 1 B 1 F i, A BB AR [ AR B A K AR

Finn: I see what you mean. So you'd better butter her up then!

Feifei: Butter? Oh, yes. But I'm a really bad cook. If I bake a cake it would probably
be horrible...

Finn: I don't mean butter for a cake. In English when you say you'll 'butter

someone up' you mean you'll be especially nice to them in the hope they'll
do something good for you in return.

Feifei: Oh, I see. 524515 butter someone up HIEERATHF. B —MAN, UMEHERE
MIXAS AT LA 2 ) L4t

Finn: Yes, you're right - it can have a negative connotation. Let's hear some
examples of how to use 'to butter someone up' or 'to butter up someone’,
which are today's expressions in Authentic Real English.

Examples

Johnny: I was very impressed with your presentation, Mrs Beany. You are really
intelligent and perceptive and...

Mrs Beany, the boss: Don't waste your time buttering me up, Johnny. I'm not raising
your salary anytime soon.

The director was always ready to butter up Angelina Jolie. He knew she was looking for
her next role and he wanted her in his movie.

Feifei: Oh, look. It's 6pm already. I'm very late. I might not be on time to meet my
landlady and she will be angry with me. She's a very busy woman.

Finn: Mmmm... then you're in a jam!
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Feifei: Jam?!

Finn: Yes. In English you say someone 'is in a jam' when you mean they're in a
difficult situation - but that's a different kind of jam!

Feifei: fERATE R, AT in a jam RKEREHNBR|HEME, BAEE. XRE jam
AIATZ HBF jam T el 55 ) Lk

Finn: That's right. It's an expression for another day. Bye!

Feifei: Bye!
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