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Jiaying
KFEUF, AWy BBC iR “HiE 9% ” 15 H, with you, Neil.

Neil
... and you, Jiaying. And for today's English phrase, we're off to the theatre - but
not literally.

Jiaying
“The showmustgoon.” Al “Alltheworld's astage.” XFAJIEASF “theatre (%%
D 7 A/, RIE?

Neil

They are — but this phrase is completely new and describes the act of someone
appearing to work hard when in reality they're not being very productive. We call
this 'productivity theatre'.

Jiaying

Productivity theatre. i “productivity” B2 “HEr771, TAERER” , M4
“theatre” 7EX BB Z “fxk” , M “FEANAMAR T T TR, ZeEE
G, (HIXHSRBER” . #BE “productivity theatre” kX b « TAF & SR
%7’ R

Neil

Correct. 'Theatre' used as an adjective can describe someone's exaggerated or
insincere behaviour. We call this 'theatrical'. So, in the workplace, someone may
try to look busy by speaking loudly or shuffling lots of paper, but it's an act — they
are performing productivity theatre.

Jiaying

FTEL, FRATARZ PO Tl “ARBATR” 84T TSR . B LETAAZIREET, X
IRATRER “productivity theatre (JEHRETAR) ” o | think we should hear more
about this in these examples.
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Examples
She says she hasn't time to write the report, but | know it's just productivity theatre.

Typing loudly at work isn't really being efficient, it's just productivity theatre!

She always claims she has to work late, but | know she slinks off when everyone’s
gone home - it's productivity theatre!

Jiaying

FEASY “HIESE” T H T, ATIEAES I H#EE “productivity theatre” &
k. JATH BRI “FENBRRAEL T/, S NHUBERER, SN2
KR4 ” . Something you would never do, Neil?

Neil

Of course! But | have heard about people who work from home, and while watching
TV, they occasionally send an email, so it looks like they're working. A great
example of productivity theatre.

Jiaying
| know people who say they're very busy, and | see them on their computer doing
online shopping!

Neil
Productivity theatre?

Jiaying
Yes, indeed.

Neil
Hmm, you know, | might give productivity theatre a try, Jiaying.

Jiaying
Not before you've finished all your work!

Neil
OK. More productivity and less theatre for now. See you next time.

Jiaying
Bye.
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