BBC Learning English —Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be

reflected here.
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Real English: Trophy Wife 7Eii—FEfr2L%
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This is Real English from BBC Learning English. I'm Neil.
%’ j(%!(}’ ?‘2751: Helen.,

Today we’re going to look at words and phrases that have recently
become part of the English language.
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Today’s new expression is ‘trophy wife’.

Trophy wife, 7t wife RN/~ trophy, Xs2ffamie?
Well, we all know what wife means.

Wife FRER &, AFKHEFIEX AT, ZENEE.

And a trophy is a medal, something you can show off to your friends
and family.
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A trophy wife is a beautiful, young wife that proves you have been
successful, as a businessman, for example.
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Well, it’'s an informal word, and it is a negative thing to say about
somebody.
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Yes. Don’t say “Ah, this is Helen. She’s my trophy wife”.
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Insert

A: Have you seen his wife? She’s very pretty, but she must be 20 years younger
than him!
B: At least! But you know John — he’s a millionaire. He wanted a trophy wife to show

off at parties, and she just wanted his money!
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In the USA, many rich businessmen have trophy wives.
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Yes. In Beverly Hills you need a sports car, a big house and a trophy
wife.

| see. So could you see yourself having a trophy wife, then, Neil?
I don’t think so!
Why not?

| want a woman who loves me. It shouldn't matter if I'm rich or
poor.
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Anyway, let’s recap — trophy wife — means a young, attractive wife
married to a successful, rich, often older man.
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You’'ve been listening to Real English from BBC Learning English.
Join us again soon for more up-to-the-minute Real English.

See you next time.

Bye.

Page 2 of 2



