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What is the likelihood of you having someone who looks just like you? Would it
be a good thing? And if you did have one, would you want to meet them?

Consider how often your facial features are used to identify you. Your passport,
ID card and driving licence all bare your face. To enter your workplace, you likely
need to be recognisable. You may need your face to unlock your smartphone and
possibly even need it to exclude you from being present at a crime scene.

The word ‘doppelganger’ refers to a person who looks the same as you,
essentially sharing your features; those that you thought were unique to you and
your identity. Not an identical twin, as a doppelganger has no relation to you.
The idea originated in German folklore. A doppelganger was said to be a spirit-
double that replicated every human and beast on earth.

So, let’s get real. What are the chances of you having one in the first place?
There’s said to be a one in 135 chance of an absolute dead ringer for you existing
anywhere in the world, so the chances are pretty low, despite folk wisdom
promising you otherwise. And the chances of meeting? The mathematical
certainty of finding this particular person is supposedly less than one in a trillion!

That said, these statistics may be a good thing. Historically, having a double
hasn’t always been a positive. Back in 1999, an innocent American man,
indistinguishable from the real criminal, was sent to prison for robbery, where he
stayed for 19 years. In the end, it turned out to be a case of mistaken identity. In
a different case, a woman in New York was accused of trying to poison her
doppelganger with deadly cheesecake so that she could steal her identity!

And, why are people interested in finding their possible doppelganger anyway? It
may be helpful to look to the past when facial resemblance indicated kinship.
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Maybe one day you’ll meet your lookalike, but we understand that, after this, you
possibly don’t want to!
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adouble —BR—HEHA
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mistaken identity BN, Bl
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kinship FRERA
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L ESE 2
1. BRI B & 6

1. What is the difference between a doppelganger and an identical twin?

2. True or false? There is a one in 135 chance that you will meet your doppelganger.

3. Why was an innocent American man sent to prison in 1999?

4. Who tried to steal her doppelganger’s identity and how?

5. What historical reason is given for people wanting to find their doppelganger?

2. EFR B M R RFE AR R T I T

1. Oh, no! They’re wearing outfits!

identical recognisable unique indistinguishable
2. Teenagers often celebrities they admire.

exclude poison steal replicate

3. The police pulled him over but it was a case of

folklore mistaken identity double lookalike

4. The new kitchen has loads of modern

resemblance identity chances features

5. Thatwomanis a for your sister!

identical twin dead ringer lookalike  resemblance
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1. BRSO & H &

1. What is the difference between a doppelganger and an identical twin?

A doppelganger is not related to you.

2. True or false? There is a one in 135 chance that you will meet your doppelganger.
False. The chance of meeting your doppelganger is less than 1 in a trillion.

3. Why was an innocent American man sent to prison in 1999?

Mistaken identity. The innocent man looked the same as the real criminal.

4. Who tried to steal her doppelganger’s identity and how?

A woman in New York. She tried to poison her doppelganger with deadly
cheesecake.

5. What historical reason is given for people wanting to find their doppelganger?

In the past, facial resemblance indicated kinship.

2. EFR B M R RFE AR R T I T

1. Oh, no! They’re wearing identical outfits!

2. Teenagers often replicate celebrities they admire.

3. The police pulled him over but it was a case of mistaken identity.
4. The new kitchen has loads of modern features.

5. That woman is a dead ringer for your sister!
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